Senior Camp 2026 - August
Draft Schedule

Saturday Morning

8:30- Campers arrive for check-in at the Valerie H. Schindler Wildlife Learning Center
9:00 — Welcome and introductions (Hanes Veterinary Hospital Lobby)

9:10-11:50: All campers rotate through each of the tracks (~45 min each)

Track A: Darting Wild Animals — Learn how zoo veterinarians safely and remotely
administer medications to some of zoo animals and test your aim with a dart gun.

Track B: Hospital tour- Tour the veterinary hospital with veterinary staff.

Track C: Radio-tracking —Practice using the audio-telemetry equipment Zoo staff uses
to track the movements of West Africa’s secretive forest elephants.

Lunch: 12:00pm — 1pm

Saturday Afternoon

1:10 — 2:10 Attend a demonstration on techniques for handling venomous snakes.
Watch and learn how animal care staff secure venomous snake to prepare them for a
diagnostic exam.

2:10— 4:30 (All campers rotate through each of the three tracks) (~40 min each)

Track A: Anesthesia & Monitoring — Practice using diagnostic equipment to monitor an
animal’s vital signs, such as heart rate, respiration rate, and oxygen levels.

Track B: Physical exam and Imaging — Practice hands-On exam skills with a live
tortoise. Review imaging radiographs & ultrasounds for verious reptile and amphibian
species.

Track C: Avian Physical exam: Learn some of the most common techniques for handling
avian species.

Sunday Morning AM
8:00 — 10:00 All campers rotate through each of the tracks. (~55 min each)
Track A: Turtle Shell Repair — Perform a fracture repair on a mock turtle shell.

Track B: Medicating & Bandaging — Explore some of the fun and innovative ways that
staff uses to medicate animals and then practice bandaging an animal.



10:15 — 11:30 All Campers: Education Animal Encounters

Lunch: 11:40 — 12:30

Sunday

12:30: Load onto a bus at Valerie H. Schindler Wildlife Learning Center
12:40-1:30: Observe a Gorilla Training Session at the Forest Glade Habitat

1:40 — 3:00: Northwoods Prairie Experience: Round out all the knowledge from the
weekend by riding a truck onto the Prairie Exhibit to get close to our Bison and Elk.
Llearn how zoo keepers and veterinary staff work together to identify individual
animals, perform visual exams from a distance, and discuss options for treating animals
in this habit. Also tour the barns and discuss how animals are housed for husbandry and
medical procedures.

3:15 Return to Valerie H. Schindler Wildlife Learning Center for Graduation



