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Please go to nczoo.com to purchase any items listed in the Alive magazine or to make a donation 
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Brandon Rhoten
America will turn 250 years old on July 4, 2026.  That 
will be its semi-quincentennial anniversary. While 
most people will mark that occasion with parades, 
fireworks, or an extra helping of apple pie, here at the 
North Carolina Zoo, we’re shining a light, or maybe 
a moonbeam, on one of the rarest, most iconic 
American native species still around: the American 
Red Wolf.

You won’t find them on flags or coins (yet), but 
you will find them in the Zoo’s North American 
Prairie section, and if you’re really lucky, you’ll hear 
them before you see them.

American Red Wolves are, quite literally, an 
American original. The species once roamed over 
much of the Southeast, holding a range that never 
stepped outside the boundaries of what we now call 
the “United States.” Unfortunately, over the years, 
habitat loss and government-sanctioned predator 
eradication programs pushed this species (and  

 
many other North American predators) to the brink 
of extinction. By the time that society recognized 
the harmful consequences of these programs, the 
American Red Wolf was all but lost. Fewer than 20 
survived. 

Resurrecting A Species
Today, that number has grown to more than 200, 
the result of a remarkable partnership between the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service and what has 
come to be 50 zoological institutions. The institu-
tions have carefully bred and managed the remaining 
wolves, and the Service has carefully placed a few of 
them back into the wild.

Today, Red Wolves hold the rather heartbreak-
ing, but still hopeful, title of being the most endan-
gered canid in the world. Hope belongs here because 
the Red Wolf is still with us, and our home state is 
the only place where Red Wolves roam freely in the 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE RED WOLF 
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wild. About 20 of them make their homes in 
eastern North Carolina. All descended from 
wolves bred in these partnering institutions 
and were carefully released into the Alligator 
River National Wildlife Refuge by the Fish and 
Wildlife Service.
     The goal is to manage and carefully grow this 
wild population, which makes the work happen-
ing at our Zoo even more critical. We proudly 
house the second-largest pack of breeding red 
wolves in the world, a title we didn’t earn by 
accident. Our animal care staff and conserva-
tion team have been dedicated to preserving this 
species, one pup (and one howl) at a time for 
more than a quarter of a century.
     Only two of our more than 20 Red Wolves are 
viewable to the public. Their habitat is tucked 
into the Prairie region, where they can find 
places to hide like stealthy ghost legends. The 
rest of the Zoo’s pack lives in a quiet, off-habitat 
area where they can focus on conservation work, 
family life, and perfecting their chorus.

A Chorus for Survival
Red wolves don’t bark much. When they want 
to make an announcement, they howl, a rich, 
echoing sound that rolls through the trees and 
gives you goosebumps in places you didn’t know 
could get goosebumps. Fall is prime time for 
these vocal performances. 
     I once helped co-host one of the Zoo Society’s  

after-hours Wolf Howl events, and I can hon-
estly say it was one of the wildest things I’ve 
experienced (and I’ve led tours where giraffes 
have photobombed). That evening, one of our 
staff members howled to the sky, and, almost 
like they’d been waiting, the wolves answered 
back. One. Then two. Then the entire pack. The 
chorus is less “eerie woods at midnight” and 
more “surround-sound nature documentary,” 
and once you hear it, you’ll never forget it.

The Wolves in Sunlight
Just so you know—during the day, the wolves 
might be lying low. They save their howls for 
the right moment. They’re more “mysterious 
forest creature” than “barbershop quartet on 
demand.” But don’t worry, we’ve got a button 
to take care of that. No, really. At the habitat, 
there’s a little kiosk where you can push a button 
and hear a recording of a real Red Wolf howl-
ing. So, even if the stars don’t align for you to 
take part in a live show, you can still get a sense 
of what the chorus sounds like. (And, let’s be 
honest, you’ll probably push it more than once. 
We all do). 
      So, as we reflect on America’s 250 years and 
look ahead to what’s worth preserving for the 
next 250, remember that patriotism doesn’t 
always wave a flag. Sometimes, it howls in the 
woods, raises pups in the shadows, and reminds 
us that wildness still has a place here.

Ride and a Guide 
If you want to hear even more 
about the American Red Wolf,  
and a whole lot of other animals, 
consider booking one of the Zoo 
Society’s Ride and a Guide tours. 
The Society’s guided cart tour 
program is perfect for guests 
who want to explore the Zoo 
without walking a half-marathon. 
(Our unofficial motto: “Why walk 
when you can ride?”) Along the 
way, you’ll hear fun facts, animal 
stories, and, occasionally, an 
unintentional impression of a 
Lemur call. 
    Red Wolves are always a  
favorite stop. And if they don’t 
howl, don’t worry. We will just 
push the button.

Want to See or 
Hear American Red 
Wolves in the Wild?
Visit eastern North Carolina—it’s 
the only place in the world where 
these wolves roam free. Learn 
more about them by visiting 
The Red Wolf Center at Pocosin 
Lakes National Wildlife Refuge in 
Tyrell County. It’s also where you 
can see Matt Wiley’s remarkable 
mural. The Center exists to help 
forge partnerships and promote 
community awareness of the 
ecological and historical value 
American Red Wolves bring to  
the region.

Jennifer Koches/USWS
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SPECIAL ADOPTION 
OPTION TO HELP THE 

American Red Wolf
The North Carolina Zoo Society is preparing a very special American Red 
Wolf adoption package that will be available for the upcoming holidays and 
that will support the American Red Wolf conservation efforts. The package 
will be available throughout the USA’s semi-quincentennial anniversary year.
     The package will include an American Red Wolf plush fitted with a device 
that lets the buyer follow the movements of a Red Wolf released inside 
North Carolina’s Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge. The adoption also 
includes an original book, Freedom’s Howl, published by the North Carolina 
History Museum. The book tells the story about a real American family and 
a Red Wolf family living during the Revolutionary War.
     The package will also include a personalized adoption certificate and the 
paw print of a Red Wolf puppy born at the North Carolina Zoo. The adoption 
will support the North Carolina Zoo’s long-term commitment to saving this 
very special All-American species.
     Visit the Zoo Society’s Web page after September to see a more detailed 
account of the adoption and to make your purchase.

JOP

B. Bartel/USFWS
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Dear Friends of the Zoo Society,
With Thanksgiving just around the corner, we want to thank you, our members 
and donors, for the beauty that you have helped us bring into the world. 

With you and for you, the Zoo has become a cherished fixture in the lives 
and life journeys of people from across the state. Because of your trust in us,  
larger-than-life giraffes have grown comfortable and safe alongside children  
skipping down the Zoo’s pathways toward adulthood.

With you and for you, healthy forests surround and protect the Zoo’s endan-
gered wolves and elephants, giving them, and us, hope for restoring balance to 
wild places where their relatives can enjoy a sustainable future.

With you and for you, the Zoo has blossomed to attract learners from around 
the world. When they visit, they encounter a green and vibrant zoo and botanical 
garden designed to reconnect them to nature’s wonders and inspire them to cher-
ish the wildlife and landscapes that bring life to all the world’s continents. 

With you and for you, we brought a slice of Africa to the Zoo—providing green 
and gracious spaces for guests to learn about elephants and rhinos, lions and 
other African species. Later, we founded habitats for iconic American landscapes 
and species, plains bison and swamp alligators.

With you and because of you, the Zoo has grown while staying true to its 
promise to tend carefully to the physical, emotional, and behavioral needs of 
every animal in its care. We have placed them in complex, natural surroundings 
that encourage them to forage, play, solve puzzles, and live normal social lives. 

With you and for you, the Zoo has become a prominent international conserva-
tion organization that sends staff into the field to help protect African elephants, 
chimpanzees, and vultures; American wolves and hellbenders; and multiple other 
species on other continents.  

With you and because of you, Newsweek’s Readers’ Choice Awards has twice 
recognized the North Carolina Zoo as America’s Best Zoo. And now, with you 
and for you, the Zoo is about to become even better, as it prepares to open a third 
continental region, Asia. 

This opening is the culmination of the Zoo’s and Zoo Society’s most ambitious 
capital expansion project. The expansion will add a remarkable array of exotic   
                        plants and animals to the Zoo. Large carnivores, amazing reptiles, 

                             and spectacular birds and primates will be among the animals  
                                      that will reside in the new continent.
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With you and because of you, by the time this continent opens, the Zoo will 
already be busy preparing to construct a fourth continental region — Australia. 
With preliminary Australian drawings already in the works, the Zoo is looking 
into bringing kangaroos, koalas,  kookaburras, and other iconic species in to 
populate the new continent. 

Some lesser-known species are being considered for Australia, too, including 
Tree Kangaroos (that really do live in trees), echidnas (spiky mammals that lay 
eggs!), and several spectacular species of birds. There will be fishes, too, repre-
senting Australia’s Great Coral Reef, and a variety of snakes and lizards, too.

As the Zoo Society prepares to kick off this next major capital campaign, 
we hope you will be among the first of our friends to show your support of this 
project by donating to this, our next, capital campaign. Your gift will help the 
Zoo to push forward in planning this expansion. If you would like to donate 
now, you can make your contribution by visiting nczoo.com and clicking on 
Give to the Zoo. 

Again, we want to thank you for all that you have done to help build one 
of the world’s best zoos. With you and because of you, our biggest hope is to 
continue to make the world safer for wildlife and to keep providing you and 
our other guests with experiences that bring you joy and keep you connected to 
nature’s wonders.

Everyone at the Zoo Society wishes you and the rest of our Zoo family a 
Happy, Healthy Holiday Season and a New Year filled with hope and promise. 

Best wishes,  

Cheryl Armstrong
Executive Director
North Carolina Zoo Society
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   VIP Tours and Programs in the Works  
for 2026 Admission Prices: $115/per person for North Carolina 
Zoo Society members, $139/per person for non-members. To order your tour, 
visit nczoo.com and select “VIP” tours under “Extraordinary Experiences.”
    Many tours sell out quickly, so now is the best time to buy. (Tours can be 
canceled or rescheduled if a buyer’s schedule changes.) Our VIP Tours have 
posted age restrictions and are unsuitable for young children. A paying adult 
must accompany children younger than 18.

PUBLIC VIP TOURS*
We schedule all public tours on Saturdays between March 1 and October 31.Start 
times and age requirements vary among the different tours and are posted online.

PRIVATE BEHIND-
THE-SCENES 
TOURS 
All public VIP tours are available as 
Private tours. Some tours are available 
12 months out of the year. Buyers  
choose private tour dates and may 
include up to 6 on their tour. Member 
price: $545 for most tours. Non-members  
add $50.

PRIVATE BISON & ELK SAFARI
Begins at 11 a.m.
We offer this safari ride through the
Bison and Elk habitat only as a private
tour. Limited to 4 people.
ADA Accessible

*Learn more at nczoo.com
**ALL private VIP tours can be  

modified to make them ADA Accessible. 
Elephant tours cannot be modified  

to admit wheelchairs, electric scooters, 
or service dogs.

•••
* Weather or other unanticipated
challenges may necessitate date

changes. Full refunds or alternate
reservation dates are provided.

AVIAN (BIRD) PROPAGATION VISIT
Visit the Zoo’s secluded bird breeding
site. Minimum Age: 10 
Meeting Time: 10:15 a.m.
Dates: March 7 and Sept. 26

BLACK BEAR & GRIZZLY BEARS
Training two bears. Minimum Age: 10
 Begins at 1:30 p.m. 
 Dates: March 14, April 25, June 6,
July 18, Oct. 24

CHIMPANZEES IN TRAINING
Exclusive photo opportunity not ADA
accessible. Minimum Age: 12
Begins at 2 p.m.
Dates: April 4, June 6, Oct. 17

COUGAR CLOSE-UP
Managing swampy beasts. 
Begins at 1:30 p.m.
Dates: April 11, Aug. 22, Oct. 17

ELEPHANTS UP CLOSE
ADA Restrictions**
Elephant Training! Minimum Age: 12
Meeting Time: 1:15 p.m.
Dates: March 21, April 9, May 16,
June 20, September 19, October 10

MEET AND FEED GIRAFFES
All behind the scenes. Minimum Age: 6
Begins at 3 p.m.
Dates: April 4, May 9, June 13,
 Aug. 15, Sep. 19

GORILLAS’ CARE & TRAINING
Keeping Gorillas Healthy 
Begins 1:30 p.m. Minimum Age: 8
Dates: March 7, April 11,
Sept. 5, Oct. 10

LION BEHIND THE SCENES
ADA Restrictions**
Lion training and feeding. Minimum 
Age: 12
Begins at 2 p.m. 
Tour Dates: May 16, July 18, Sept. 19

MEET AND FEED AN OTTER
Guests meet reptiles & feed an otter! 
Begins 11 a.m. Minimum Age: 8
Dates: May 16, July 18, Aug. 1, Oct. 3
Masks May be Required.

PUFFINS & POLAR BEARS…
… FOR ADULTS ONLY
A grown-up encounter. Begins at 
10:30 a.m. Minimum Age: 12
Dates: April 11, June 20, August
22, October 3
… TOUR AS A FAMILY AFFAIR
Modified for children to attend with 
adult.
Begins 10:30 a.m. Minimum Age: 5
Tour Dates: March 21, May 16, July 11,
September 19

RHINOS—Up Close
Pet these gentle giants!  
Meeting Time: 10:45 a.m. Minimum 
Age: 8
Tour Dates: March 14, April 4, June 6,
July 11, September 26, October 17

Wolf Howl
An after-hours walk in the Zoo to learn
about wolves and, we hope, hear them
howl! Minimum Age: 10
Tour dates: TBD
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Upcoming 
Special Events 
and Quiet Days 
at the NC Zoo
The Zoo plans its events and programs to show-
case its natural surroundings and engage guests 
in exploring the outdoors and wildlife. Ideally, 
these experiences can be sensory-friendly every 
day. But, fun and human nature being what they 
are, means that sometimes crowds, laughter,  
and exuberant children can generate enough 
excitement to overwhelm some guests. 
   To help meet the needs of its serenity seeking 
visitors, the Zoo schedules specific days during 
the year, called “Quiet Days,” when it takes steps 
to keep the Park especially serene and calm for 
everyone.
   On Quiet Days the Zoo limits the size of groups 
entering the Zoo by not accepting reservations 
for school field trips or other large groups. It also 
turns the volume down when it broadcasts mes-
sages or music in the Park.
   As a special treat, Zoo educators also set up 
quiet, sensory-play experiences in Kidzone on 
Quiet Days. These calm, muffled play activities 
are available from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. on Quiet 
Days.

QUIET DAY DATES
Tuesday, December 16
Tuesday, January 13
Tuesday, February 17

Learn more at nczoo.org

Zoo Special Events
October 5    KidFest    9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

A day filled with exploration and play
Visit https://www.nczoo.org/events/kidfest to learn more

October 18-19 & 25-26    BOO at the NC Zoo    9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

November 1-8    Beloved Pet Ofrenda    9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

November 8-9    Pumpkin Palooza
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Thank yous go out to the very generous donors who provided gifts of $1,000 or more from 3/1/2025 through 5/31/2025. 
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Whether it’s for a family outing, a first date, or 
introducing a child to squirrels and but-
terflies, time at the Zoo sparks emotions 

and generates memories that today’s guests will 
share with tomorrow’s grandchildren. A walk 
through the Zoo fosters friendships with 
nature and sparks conversations about the 
values that shape our perspectives on ani-
mals, wild places, and our place in the world. 
No two visits are the same. Each assumes its 
own character, writes its own lesson plans, 
and leaves guests with fresh ideas to ponder.	
    Because we pay attention to the varying 
needs, interests, and hopes of our diverse guests, 
the Zoo and Zoo Society offer layers of program-
ming that guests can explore in their own way and in 
their own time. The list below introduces this program-
ming and invites our readers to consider giving one or more of 
these experiences to a loved one this holiday season.    
    Unless otherwise stated, every item is for sale now on the Zoo 
Society’s website (nczoo.com). The website also contains more 
detailed descriptions of each experience. 

Unlimited Visits to the Zoo!
Join the Zoo Society and visit the Zoo as often as you want for 
the duration of your membership. Memberships grant a year, two 
years, or even a lifetime of free entry into the North Carolina 
Zoo and free or discounted admission to more than 150 zoos and 
aquariums across North America. Members also enjoy discounts 
on Society programs, tours, and camps.

Time Behind the Scenes with a Cherished Animal
VIP tours take guests behind the scenes to get close to the ani-
mals and the staff that keeps these animals healthy and happy. 
Guests learn about animal care by watching training sessions and 
watching keepers attend to the physical and behavioral needs of 
the Zoo’s animals.
    We schedule public VIP behind-the-scenes tours on Saturdays 
between March 1 and October 31. Private tours can be scheduled 
during the same months, and a few private tour options can be 
scheduled throughout the year. If you buy your tickets now and 
cannot attend on the chosen date, we will place you in an alternate 
program of your choice or refund the purchase price. 

Two or More Hours on a Ride With a Guide
These tours put guests in an electric golf cart with a profes-
sional driver-guide to tour the Park in comfort. Reservations 
are required and must be made over the telephone. These tours 
sell out quickly, so call early to reserve a date of your choice. We 
provide blankets and toasty beverages on cold days. Call Tina 
McDowell (336.879.7270) or Brandon Rhoten (336.879.7365) to 
begin setting up your tour.

One or Two Days Attending 
a Zoo Veterinary Science Camp

The Zoo’s veterinary staff will offer four 
camps in 2026 for youngsters aspiring 

to become veterinarians. Two Junior 
Camps will accept rising 7th, 8th, and 
9th graders and provide a full day of 
veterinary experiences. Two Senior 
Camps, each with its own program-
ming, will accept rising 10th, 11th, 
and 12th graders and provide two full 

days of veterinary experiences.

A Half-day or a Full Day  
Shadowing a Zoo Veterinarian

• Shadow a Vet for Two: 8 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. and includes lunch with the 

veterinarian and an optional two-hour golf cart 
tour of the Zoo in the afternoon. Offered Week-
ends Only March–October.
• Shadow a Vet for a Day: 7:45 a.m.–
3:30ish. Available weekdays only from March to 
October. (Limited to one person. Includes lunch.)

This holiday give memories they’ll cherish forever.

North Carolina artist Chris Gabriel handcrafts each individual orna-
ment, so supplies are limited. The $29.99 cost includes sales taxes and 

shipping. You can purchase your ornament online from the Zoo Society’s 
webstore or in person at the Society gift shops inside the Zoo.

The Zoo Society’s Exclusive 
2025 Limited Edition Ornament

Decorate your tree this year with an ornament that  
recognizes one of the continent’s most well-known  

reptiles, the magnificent American Alligator.
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Want to Learn More from the Zoo? We’ve Got an App for That!
Thanks to a very generous grant from the North Carolina GlaxoSmithKline Foundation, the North Carolina Zoo  
Society has funded the development of a cutting-edge educational app tailored to enhance 
learning from and at the Zoo.
    The app provides a map, information on zoo careers beyond becoming a zookeeper, and 
a multitude of grade-appropriate lessons aligned with the state’s STEM science standards. 

¿Buscas contenido en español? Está aquí en la aplicación. 
(Looking for Spanish content? It’s here in the app.)

The app is free to download from the Apple app store and Android Google Play.

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED
4403 Zoo Parkway
Asheboro, NC 27205
www.nczoo.com
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