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The North Carolina Zoo is open daily, weather permitting, except on Christmas 
and Thanksgiving. Zoo ticket sales begin at 9 a.m. and end at 4 p.m. from April 
1—November 1; sales begin at 9 a.m. and end at 3 p.m. the rest of the year. 
The NC Zoo Society publishes Alive quarterly as a benefit to its members. The Zoo  
Society is the private, 501(c)3 non-profit that supports the North Carolina Zoo. Issue 
No.119, Winter 2025 Copyright © by the North Carolina Zoo Society. All rights reserved.

Financial information about the NC 
Zoo Society and a copy of its license 
are available from the Charitable 
Solicitation Licensing Section at 
888-830-4989. The license is not an 
endorsement by the State.

Please go to nczoo.com to purchase any items listed in the Alive magazine or to make a donation to the 
Zoo Society. If you have questions, or need help, please give us a call at 336-879-7273.
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Winter 2025	     Issue No.119
We Owe You Our Thanks
More than fifty years ago, the Raleigh Jaycees launched a campaign that per-
suaded North Carolina to add a zoological park to its already well-established 
cultural institutions (e.g., a symphony orchestra, school of the arts, and natural 
science, art, and history museums). As a result, the legislature formed a Zoolog-
ical Authority to outline this future zoo’s purpose and values and select the best 
location and architects to achieve its goals.
     After spending more than a year reviewing proposals and prospective 
locations, this authority chose Asheboro as the winning location. Its Purgatory 
Mountain site won the day because of its size (more than 1,000 acres), its rolling 
landscape and pristine forest, and its location at the state’s geographic center.
     More importantly, the proposal framed grand ideals for the zoo’s future. It 
espoused a plan to build a zoo imbued with a global perspective. This zoo would 
be large enough to represent diverse landscapes and lifeforms from six conti-
nents, enlightened enough to meet the psychological, social, and physical needs 
of its wildlife, and conscientious enough to conduct research and field conser-
vation projects around the world and provide stellar educational opportunities 
here at home.

Oh, How Far We’ve Come
The Zoo has remained true to these goals 
for more than 50 years. Its natural habitat 
clusters representing two continents—
Africa and North America—make it the 
world’s largest natural habitat zoo. It will 
soon be opening a third continental region, 
Asia, in 2026. Already, around 1 mil-
lion guests visit annually, and it recently 
claimed the top spot in Newsweek Readers’ 
Choice Awards for the “Best Zoo” in the 
United States.
     The Zoo’s future remains strong. As 
Asia’s opening inches closer, the staff is 
drawing up plans to build habitat clusters 
representing Australia and South Ameri-
ca’s Amazon Basin. The Zoo has secured 
$60 million to replace the beloved tropi-
cal aviary it closed this year.

	 On the Cover
	
	 The Zoo’s Polar Bear, Anana,
	 and River Otter                     > > >
 	 DIANE VILLA
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How Grateful We Must Be
As we celebrate the Zoo’s 50 years of progress, we must 
also celebrate you, our members, and other donors. With-
out you, none of the Zoo’s accomplishments would have 
been possible.

You—the all of us who make up the Zoo Society—
forged and continue to maintain the invisible, steadfast 
hand that lifts the Zoo and keeps it moving forward. You, 
along with all of us, breathed life into the Zoo by provid-
ing the funds the Zoo Society needed to buy and donate 
the Purgatory Mountain land that became the Zoo.

By growing from a membership of a few hundred 
households to a group that is 35,000 households strong, 
you have helped the Society net more than $174 million 
for the Zoo. These funds laid the foundation for building 
the Zoo’s internationally recognized conservation pro-
grams. These donations have contributed to the com-
pletion of all of the Zoo’s capital growth and have made 
funds available for much-needed maintenance and reno-
vations. Already, these gifts have provided more than 

80 percent of the $50 million the Society has pledged to 
complete Asia and begin planning future continents.

Donations from 3,357 North Carolina businesses and 
individuals came together to provide this $36 million 
total toward our $50 million campaign goal. Their gifts—
some as small as $10, others ranging into the millions—
have assured that Asia will open soon and that the Zoo is 
well-positioned to continue planning other projects. As 
you read this magazine, staff and consultants are design-
ing habitat clusters to represent Australia and South 
America’s Amazon Basin. They are also daring to dream 
of ways to reimagine and build a tropical aviary even 
more magnificent than the one that the Zoo lost recently. 

Finally, we want to express special gratitude to the 
donors who have helped establish the Zoo’s outstanding 
public art collection. Currently valued at more than $3 
million, the collection continues to grow. This year alone, 
the Zoo has installed life-sized bronzes of two Galapagos 
Tortoises and a Hamadryas Baboon mother and off-
spring. The Zoo also recently commissioned a stunning 
life-sized bronze of tigers and a stork that will be installed 
in the Asia entry plaza.

Our Thanks and Wishes
We can’t overstate the impact that Zoo Society members, 
donors, and other supporters have had on improving the 
well-being of the Zoo’s animals, multiplying the Zoo’s 
impact on conservation, and enriching the cultural and 
recreational opportunities the Zoo offers the people of 
North Carolina. 

We are grateful to you—all of you—for the progress the 
Zoo has made with your gifts and for the joy, learning, 
and contentment your gifts have made possible over the 
years.

 Thank y ou. 
We wish you all a bountiful and happy Thanksgiving, a 
joyous holiday season, and years to come of peace and 
comfort.

Your friends and family at the  
North Carolina Zoo Society
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Dear Members, 
August 2, 2024, marked the date of the Zoo’s 50th Anniversary. Coincidentally, the Zoo passed this milestone while also 
preparing to enter a new and exciting future. Even before all the anniversary balloons and champagne bubbles popped and  
flattened, Zoo staff was out and about, focusing on completing Phase 1 of the Zoo’s audacious three-phase capital develop-
ment plan.  

Phase 1—opening an Asian complex—will happen in 2026. Already, Asia’s main buildings are in place. New staff is 
arriving to care for the expanded physical structures and the plants and animals that will populate the habitats. Various 
accoutrements—plants, animals, equipment, furnishings, etc.—are filtering in, too. Once building construction ends, staff 
members will need months to landscape the area, finish fabricating design elements, and begin introducing animals to their 
new homes. 

What’s Up Next?
As Phase 1 comes to a close, staff is bustling to complete a master plan to guide the development of Phases 2 and 3. The 
master plan will address major design elements for adding two new habitat clusters, one for Australia and one for South 
America, to the Park. Notably, these plans will include choosing a site for building a major, new tropical aviary. The State of 
North Carolina has already put aside $60 million for this building, which will replace and improve on the much beloved  
R.J. Reynolds Tropical Aviary that had to be abandoned in 2024.

The timeline for completing any of the components for these major additions stretches out at least five years, maybe more. 
Even so, these changes are on the horizon. While we wait for them, the Zoo will enrich the Park by expanding programs 
offered in Asia and the existing North American and African habitat areas. 

Visitor services will improve, too, as the Zoo looks for ways to expand its parking lots and add even more wildlife expe-
riences. The Zoo’s near future is brighter than ever, and its long-term plans offer promises our founders could not even 
imagine 50 years ago. 

It All Depends on You
One thing is certain: the Zoo owes its past and future growth to strong public support. People like you, our members, as well 
as the teachers, organizations, and families who visit the Zoo, provide proof that the Zoo needs to keep growing and serving 
the public. When you visit the Zoo or join the Zoo Society, you give the state legislature evidence that you value and benefit 
from the educational, economic, and recreational services your Zoo provides. 

We are deeply grateful for your support and hope you will continue to show it by investing in the Zoo’s future.  
Please consider making an end-of-the-year donation that the Zoo can use to fund its most pressing needs.

This type of donation ensures that the Zoo can react to unforeseen circumstances, like a deadly storm, or provide staff or 
training to protect wild animals threatened by poachers or disease. Your gift gives the Zoo the flexibility to act quickly and, 
often, to provide conservation and animal wellbeing projects not funded by the state.

Again, thank you for your support. We look forward to seeing you at the Zoo soon and to joining you  
in celebrating the Zoo and its progress.

To make your gift, you can mail a check to the North Carolina Zoo Society; 4403 Zoo Parkway;  
Asheboro, NC 27205. You can also visit our website at nczoo.com and click on “Most pressing needs”  
under “Give to the Zoo.” Easier still, point your smartphone camera at this QR code and tap the icon  
that pops up near the code. It will direct your browser to our donation site.

Best wishes, 

Cheryl Armstrong
Executive Director
North Carolina Zoological Society



The best gifts come wrapped with time—time to 
spend with loved ones, time to work toward a cherished dream, or time 
to pack full with joy, wonder, play, and caring. Every year, we create 
experiences to enrich the precious moments our guests share with the 
people and animals they love.  
      Purchase these timeless treasures or learn more about them by  
visiting nczoo.com or calling the Zoo Society (336-879-7250) between  
9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

A Year of Fun and Learning
North Carolina Zoo Society memberships provide a year, two years, or even  
a lifetime of free entry into the North Carolina Zoo and free or discounted 
admission to more than 150 zoos and aquariums across North America. 
Members also enjoy discounts on Society programs, tours, and camps.

An Hour or More Behind the Scenes with a  
Cherished Animal
VIP tours take guests behind the scenes to get close to the animals and the 
staff that keeps these animals healthy and happy. Guests learn about animal  
care by watching training sessions and seeing how staff provides for the physical  
and behavioral needs of the Zoo’s animals.

The Zoo Society leads private and public VIP tours behind-the-scenes from March  
through October and offers a few private tours in November, December, January, and  
February. The proceeds from these programs support the Zoo’s global conservation  
programs and enrich guests with lifelong memories of these wildlife encounters.
 

Two or More Hours on a Ride With a Guide
Ride-and-a-Guide tours put guests in an electric golf cart with a professional driver- 
guide to tootle around the Park in comfort. Tours may be scheduled on any day of the  
week, but are limited by the availability of guides. 
Reservations are required and must be made over the telephone. These tours sell out quickly, so  
call early to reserve a date of your choice. We provide blankets and toasty beverages on cold days. Call Tina  
McDowell (336.879.7270) or Brandon Rhoten (336.879.7365) to begin setting up your tour. 

One or Two Days Attending a Zoo Veterinary Science Camp
The Zoo’s veterinary staff will offer four camps in 2025 for youngsters aspiring to become veterinarians. Two Junior Camps 
will accept rising 7th, 8th, and 9th graders and provide a full day of veterinary experiences. Two Senior Camps, each with its 
own programming, will accept rising 10th, 11th, and 12th graders and provide two full days of veterinary experiences. 

A Half-day or a Full Day Shadowing a Zoo Veterinarian

• Shadow a Vet for Two: 8 a.m. to 12:30 includes lunch with the veterinarian and an optional two-hour golf cart tour  
      of the Zoo in the afternoon. Offered Weekends Only March– October

• Shadow a Vet for a Day: 7:45 a.m.–3:30ish. Available weekdays only from March to October. (Limited to one  
      person. Includes lunch.)

An Exclusive, Limited 
Edition Zoo Society 
Ornament
This limited edition ornament commemo-
rates the Zoo’s Golden Anniversary — 50 
Wild Years! Ornaments are handcrafted 
by North Carolina artist Chris Gabriel and 
are sold only by the North Carolina Zoo 
Society. Supplies are limited. 
     The $29.99 cost includes sales taxes 
and shipping. Ornaments are on sale in 
the Zoo Society’s webstore. 

Gifts  That Keep on Giving!
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VIP Tours and Programs in the Works for 2025
Admission Prices: $115/per person for North Carolina Zoo Society members, $139/per person for non-members and covers 
Zoo admission costs. Learn more or purchase tickets by visiting nczoo.com and choosing VIP tours under “Extraordinary 
Experiences.”     
     Many tours sell out quickly, so consider buying them now. (We work with buyers who must reschedule or cancel.) 
Tours have posted age restrictions and are unsuitable for young children. A paying adult must accompany children younger 
than 18.

2025 PUBLIC VIP TOURS* .
We schedule all public tours on Saturdays between March 1 and October 31.  
Start times and age requirement vary among the tours and are posted online where 
tickets are sold.

AVIAN (BIRD) PROPAGATION VISIT
Visit the Zoo’s secluded bird breeding 
site. Begins at 9:45 a.m.
Tour Dates: March 1 and Sept. 27

BLACK BEAR & GRIZZLY BEARS
A two-bear training adventure. Begins at 
1:30 p.m.
Tour Dates: March 15, April 26, June 7, 
July 19, Oct. 25

CHIMPANZEES IN TRAINING
Exclusive photo opportunity is not ADA 
accessible. Begins at 3 p.m.
Tour Dates: April 5, June 7, Aug. 2, Oct. 
18.

COUGAR CLOSE-UP
Managing swampy beasts. Begins at 
1:30 p.m.
Tour Dates: April 12, Aug. 3, Oct. 18
Masks may be required

ELEPHANTS UP CLOSE
Witness training and management - 
Begins at 1:15
Tour Dates: March 22, April 12, May 10, 
June 21, September 20, October 11.

MEET AND FEED GIRAFFES
All behind the scenes. Begins at 3 p.m.
Tour Dates: April 5, May 10, June 14, 
Oct. 26, Aug. 15, Sep. 20
ADA Accessible

GORILLAS’ HEALTH CARE & 
TRAINING
Behind the scenes training gorillas to 
stay healthy. Begins 1:15 p.m.
Tour Dates: March 8, April 12, May 31, 
Sept. 6, Oct. 11

LION BEHIND THE SCENES
Learn about lion training and feeding. 
Begins at 3 p.m.
Tour Dates: May17, July 19, Sept. 20. 
ADA Restrictions.

MEET AND FEED AN OTTER
Guests learn about reptiles and such 
and feed an otter! Begins 11 a.m.
Tour Dates: March 15, April 26, May 17, 
July 19, Aug. 2, Oct. 4
Masks Required.

PUFFINS & POLAR BEARS…
 … TOUR FOR ADULTS ONLY
A grown-up encounter. Begins at 10:30 
a.m.
Tour Dates: April 12,  June 21, August 
23, October 4
… TOUR AS A FAMILY AFFAIR
Modified for children to attend with adult. 
Begins 10:30 a.m.
Tour Dates: March 22, May 17, July 12, 
September 20

RHINOS—CLOSE ENOUGH TO 
TOUCH
Pet these gentle giants! Begins at  
10:45 a.m. 
Tour Dates: March 15, April 5, June 7, 
July 12, September 27, October 18
ADA Accessible

WOLF HOWL
An after-hours walk into Zoo to learn 
about wolves and, we hope, hear them 
howl! 
Tour dates: April 15, 7 p.m.; Sept. 27, 
6:30 p.m.

PRIVATE BEHIND-
THE-SCENES TOURS 
We offer all public VIP tours as Private 
Tours that admit up to six people. ALL 
private VIP tours can be modified to 
make them ADA Accessible. Elephant 
tours cannot be modified to admit wheel-
chairs, electric scooters, or service dogs. 
     Private tour buyers choose the dates 
for their tours and may include up to 6 
people on the tour. Members pay $545 
for most private tours, non-members  
add $50. 

PRIVATE BISON & ELK SAFARI
We offer this safari ride through the 
Bison and Elk habitat only as a private 
tour. Limited to 4 people.  
ADA Accessible

* Weather or other unanticipated  
challenges may necessitate date 
changes. Full refunds or alternate  

reservation dates are provided.
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Thank yous go out to the very generous donors who provided gifts of $1,000 
or more from June 1, 2024- August 31, 2024.

A THANK YOUS BUpcoming 
2024 and 2025 
Quiet Days at 
the NC Zoo
The Zoo plans its events and programs 
to showcase its natural surroundings 
and engage guests in exploring the 
outdoors and wildlife. Ideally, these 
experiences can be sensory-friendly 
every day. But, fun and human nature 
being what they are, means that some-
times crowds, laughter, excitement, 
and exuberant children can generate 
enough excitement to overwhelm some 
guests. To help meet the needs of its 
quieter visitors, the Zoo schedules spe-
cific days during the year, called “Quiet 
Days,” when it takes steps to keep the 
Park especially serene and calm for 
everyone. 
    On Quiet Days the Zoo limits the 
size of groups entering the Zoo by not 
accepting reservations for school field 
trips or other large groups. It also turns 
the volume down when it broadcasts 
messages or music in the Park.
    As a special treat, Zoo educators 
also set up quiet, sensory-play experi-
ences in Kidzone on Quiet Days. These 
calm, muffled play activities are avail-
able from 10 a.m. until  2 p.m. on Quiet 
Days.
UPCOMING QUIET DAYS 
Tuesday, November 19
Tuesday, December 17 
Tuesday, January 14 
Tuesday, February 18 

 Learn more at nczoo.com.
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ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

FREE TO HAVE MORE FUN THAN EVER AT THE ZOO!
Pick up a ZOO TREKKER during your next visit to see what can happen 
when you feed your curiosity at the Zoo. This booklet provides a fun, free way 

to get you thinking and talking about what’s happening all 
around you. The pages will send you seeking out points 
of interest, solving puzzles, and noticing details you 
never noticed before.
     Don’t let this little booklet fool you, though! ZOO 
TREKKER says it is suited to please 6 to 12-year-olds, 
but parents and grandparents can have as much fun 
helping the kids finish their quests as the kids will have 
fun searching out and sharing their answers. Some 
quests are easy, some are harder, but all of them mix love 
and learning into the conversation and banish boredom 
from the day. Keep the pamphlet when you leave to 
remind you of that oh-so-fun day you had at the Zoo.

ZOO TREKKER guides are free and can be picked up at 
ZOO TREKKER kiosks set up near the Zoo entrances. 

Buenas Noticias
Excursionista Del ZOO también están disponibles en 
español.

NON PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID
NASHVILLE, TN
PERMIT 4398


