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Jayne Owen Parker, Ph.D.; Director of Communications & Education

When August 2nd rolls around, it will mark the 
passing of 50 years since the then-Lieutenant Governor Jim 
Hunt dedicated and opened an “Interim” North Carolina 
Zoo. That Interim Zoo was hardly exceptional. It spread over 
21 acres and housed about 250 animals—two Galapa-
gos Tortoises, a tiger, some gibbons, and a few otters 
and such. 

Nine chainlink paddocks (equipped with heated 
barns) corralled the larger animals. The rest lived 
inside a small exhibit building. The paddocks were 
spacious, especially for the 1970s, but the indoor 
facilities were standard, run-of-the-mill, glass-fronted 
cells—clean and made a bit less barren with a scatter-
ing of toys and straw and other suitable bedding.

As disappointing as these conditions seem in 
hindsight—at the time, they sparkled with excitement 
and promise. They provided tangible evidence that 
North Carolina would build a state zoo in Asheboro 
and that this zoo would take shape inside a pristine 
Piedmont forest within sight of the scenic Uwharrie 
Mountains.  

Visitors understood that the Interim Zoo did 
not foreshadow what to expect in the forthcoming 
permanent zoo. The Interim Zoo was temporary‚ a 
fleeting waystation where guests could wander, picnic 
by a pond, and imagine future wildlife encounters. 
This makeshift zoo would linger just long enough 
to maintain the public’s interest while designers, 
architects, dreamers, and visionaries hunkered down 
behind the scenes to design, and build something that 
none of them had ever even seen. 

They would create a spacious, thor-
oughly modern, natural habitat zoo from 
scratch. It would become the first zoo of 
its kind in the United States, and its com-
mitment to natural environments and 
animal welfare would set it apart from all 
the zoos that came before it.

Strong leadership (bolstered with 
ample confidence) made it all seem pos-
sible. No one doubted that this upstart 
design team could toss out traditional zoo architecture and 
management practices and replace them with natural habi-
tats and modern approaches that would meld into a world-
class zoo. While this bravado seems naive in retrospect, at 

that moment in history it resonated with social and cultural 
shifts sweeping the United States.

It was the mid-1960s, when current events and discoveries 
were changing attitudes and opinions about animals, animal 

welfare, and the environment. Touching films and sto-
ries of Jane Goodall and Diane Fossey living alongside 
wild chimpanzees and gorillas upended attitudes about 
“dumb animals.” Bearing witness to the intelligence, 
compassion, humor, familial connections, and struggles 
affecting these animals’ lives pried open our preconcep-
tions to expose the wonder, respect, and dignity these 
animals deserved.

Just as these and other scientists published materials 
that inspired the public to view wildlife more favorably, 

the news media upped their reporting on issues relating to 
the health of the Earth’s environment and wildlife popula-
tions. These stories alerted citizens to the unintended and 
often deadly impacts pollutants could have on waterways, air 
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quality, wild habitats, wild animals, and, potentially, human 
health. As worries about these issues rose, concerned citizens 
strengthened their resolve to protect wild animals and wild 
habitats for future generations. 

These shifts in public opinion influenced the Zoo’s 
designers, too—energizing them to design a future zoo that 
acknowledged and addressed these changing social norms. 
When these visionaries met in the Interim Zoo to create a 
Master Plan for the permanent Zoo, they focused on ways to 
reconfigure traditional habitats and programs to address the 
needs of wildlife and inspire a sense of stewardship among its 
visiting audiences.

Drawing Designs on a New Zoo
When the Interim Zoo opened in 1974, its newly hired direc-
tor, consultants, and architects spent the better part of a year 
writing a master plan, “Alive”, that would become the “design 
bible” that framed the philosophy and the standards that 
would influence future development. 

Parts of this master plan are dry and technical. They 
include technical details on the site’s geology, hydrology, 
soils, vegetation types, and other features. A series of maps 
and schematics suggest ways to arrange future exhibit clus-
ters (i.e., six continental regions and a large aquarium) and 
design architectural features. 

Warmer words fill the introductory pages to explain the 
philosophy that will permeate the construction of the future 
zoo. These paragraphs confess to the sins and shortcomings 
of historical zoo architecture and pledge to avoid them. 
They promise that North Carolina will build a zoo that will 

“express the highest ideals of our society: diversity, freedom, 
compassion, and a respect for nature. The Zoological Park 
will be as concerned for the animals’ welfare as for the visi-
tors’ pleasure.” 

Including animal welfare as a founding principle of the 
future zoo allowed it to avoid the sins of former zoos while 
benefiting from the progress the zoos made in addressing 
these problems. Bolstered by the benefits of hindsight, our 
founders were able to imagine a zoo where animals could 
thrive in natural settings. 

The Early Years
While the Interim Zoo remained open, the permanent Zoo 
took shape on 300 nearby acres. It took years to open the first 
of these permanent habitats, a 4.5-acre landscape housing 
zebra, ostrich, and giraffe. A hidden, heated barn provided 
shelter for the animals at night and in cold weather. A few 
months later, in early 1980, Grand Opening Ceremonies 
revealed similar spacious habitats for elephants, rhinoceros, 
lions, chimpanzees, and baboons. By 1983, the Zoo had 
opened a spectacular tropical aviary, hired a full-time zoo-
trained veterinarian, and finally closed its Interim Zoo.

Establishing Formal Credibility
With the Interim Zoo shuttered, the Zoo became an entirely 
natural habitat facility. It was ready to seek accreditation 
from the American Zoo and Aquarium Association—the 
non-profit currently known as the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums that sets the gold standard for animal care and 
welfare in United States zoos. Fewer than 10 percent of the 
country’s 2,800 licensed zoos meet the standards required for 
accreditation—standards that become more stringent as zoo 
professionals learn more about the needs and capabilities of 
different species. Because these standards never stop rising, 
accreditation is never permanent. To remain accredited, zoos 
must undergo a complete reassessment at least once every five 
years. The North Carolina Zoo received full accreditation on 

its first try in 1984  and has retained its accreditation 
status ever since.

In those early years, the Association’s animal 
welfare standards focused primarily on keeping 
animals healthy. Suitable diets, proper veterinary 
care, spacious and clean living quarters, and proper 
husbandry techniques topped the list of welfare 
concerns. 

This list has expanded with time to address indi-
vidual animals’ psychological, social, behavioral, and 
cognitive needs. It has even stretched outside of a 
zoo’s physical boundaries to require zoo profession-
als to engage in wildlife conservation and wilderness 
preservation that considers animal wellbeing and 
animal welfare when plans are made to implement 
field conservation and research programs. 

Recent Progress
In 2018, the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
revised and updated its accreditation standards to 
make animal wellbeing a primary feature of modern 
zoo care. While including “animal wellbeing” along-
side “animal welfare” may seem like a slight change 
in vocabulary, it reflects a significant shift in how 
accredited institutions assess their animals and eval-
uate the quality of their care.

VALERIE ABBOTT
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In the coolness of the morning, a soft 
mist drifts over mounds of red clay 
and stone at the North Carolina Zoo’s 

active Asia construction site—home to 
the Park’s first major expansion in nearly 
three decades. Although an estimated 
seventy percent of contract work is com-
plete, significant preparation work is still 
necessary to make the space safe and 
accessible for animals and guests.

The new region, poised to open to the 
public in 2026, is a monumental achieve-

ment for the Zoo and will appeal to guests 
of all ages. With Asia comes new oppor-
tunities for learning, engagement, and 
employment; for those with ambitions of 
pursuing a career at the Zoo, dozens of 
new positions will be added over the next 

few years.
Members can expect to see marked 

advancement at the site during their next 
visit, including the first signs of native 
plant life taking root following winter 
installations. Encircled by dense forest, 
distinct structures now appear to sprout 
from the landscape as well, including the 
unmistakable profile of the new gift shop 
and 370-seat indoor café overlooking 
the Tiger habitat. The café will offer a 
dining experience like no other, bringing 
guests eye-to-eye with majestic tigers of 
Asia. Other building silhouettes visible to 
guests from afar include the Asian small-
clawed otter habitat and a “view pavilion,” 
providing guests with further innovative 
opportunities for up-close connection  
with nature. 

A decorative walkway can also be 
seen arching over the tram road, as if 

Around the Bend: 
Asia Region Continues to Take Shape
Sara Pack, Zoo Public Relations Officer

Asia entrance depicted by artist Sean Ross 
(right) is now under construction (below).

beckoning guests to venture into the 
vibrant 12.5-acre wonderland to meet 
iconic new species. Aside from tigers and 
otters, the Asia region is slated to house 
Komodo dragons, gibbons, vultures, 
Visayan warty pigs, red-crowned cranes, 
king cobras, and more, all in a sprawl-
ing series of habitats designed as an 
intersection of ancient ruins and modern 

architecture.
New sculptural artwork is also being 

commissioned in honor of the new 
region. A call for public artists is now 
complete and the selected artist(s) will be 
finalized in May. The finished sculpture 
is expected to be installed in late 2025, 
ahead of the region’s grand opening. 
The new piece will join the Zoo’s exist-
ing prodigious sculpture collection, 
including Elephant Group by Peter 
Woytuk, White Rhino by Johnpaul Harris, 
and Preening Heron by William H. Turner.

“The Asia region will be highly 

immersive, weaving together traditional 
Chinese and Japanese architectural 
elements,” explains Angela Reavis, the 
Zoo’s Curator of Exhibit Design. “We are 
incorporating a lot of warm, bronzy tones, 
a Zen garden, and lantern light to conjure 
a peaceful, timeless aura. There is also 
a Cambodian influence, with inspiration 
drawn from legendary locations like 

Angkor Wat. The goal is for guests to feel 
transported to another time and place as 
they explore this new area of the Park.

SEEKING A FRESH 
PERSPECTIVE
One of the most intriguing aspects of the 
Asia expansion is its playful and interac-
tive habitat design which will encourage 
guests to interact with animals in innova-
tive ways. For one thing, guests will be 
encouraged more than ever to look high 
and low to take in the full effect of the 
new layout.

“There will be aerial tunnels over 
pathways and overhead transfers that 
allow animals to walk above members 
to access different areas of a habitat,” 
explains Jennifer Ireland, the Zoo’s 
Curator of Mammals. “The space will be 
presented and used differently from any-
where else in the Park. This will present 
guests with interesting perspectives and 
allow them to engage with animals in 

completely new ways.”
Ireland says she is most excited for 

guests to meet the Visayan warty pigs, a 
personal favorite.

“Warty pigs are highly intelligent ani-
mals with big personalities, making them 
engaging and fun for staff and guests. 
They’re also a unique species in that they 
are critically endangered and not shown 
in many zoos, so the North Carolina Zoo 
will be introducing countless guests to 
these charming animals for the very  

Visayan warty piglets

Artist depiction of 
Warty Pig habitat

North Carolina Zoo

Aerial view of Asia region under construction
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first time.”
Ireland also expects the gibbons to 

draw a crowd due to their high activity 
levels and enchanting vocalizations.

“Early birds to the Zoo will be able to 
listen out for the gibbon females’ songs—
which can be very loud in the mornings,” 
she admits. “Each pair has their own 
song, so a female’s song can change 
depending on the male she is singing 
to. Gibbons are also arboreal, meaning 
they spend most of their time in their 
habitats’ trees and canopy, so guests will 
enjoy watching them swing from ropes 
and other elements as they explore their 
space.”

According to Crista McGee, the Zoo’s 
Director of Facilities Operations, gibbons 
will be visible within a “mixed species” 
habitat, meaning they will share space 
with other animals, like otters. Such multi- 
species habitats support sustainability 
efforts as well as provide a dynamic and 
enriching experience for animals and 
guests.

“In a true natural habitat, animals share 
their space with other species, so we aim 
to create a similar feel,” says McGee. “We 
also want to include ‘parallel play’ oppor-
tunities for guests to stay active alongside 

the animals. For example, the gibbon/
otter habitat will feature a slide through 
the space to safely bring children closer 
to the animals than ever before.”

However, there is still much preparation 
to be done. Planting and cultivation proj-
ects are already underway, led by a team 
of talented Zoo horticulturalists. Additional 
training must also be completed to help 
staff acclimate to the complex spaces 
and creatures in their care. Interpretive 
signage is being thoughtfully designed 
and placed to help guests connect more 
meaningfully with nature throughout their 
visit. In short: the journey is only just 
beginning.

A HISTORIC JOURNEY FOR  
THE ZOO COMMUNITY
Diane Villa, the Zoo’s Director of 
Communications and Marketing, has 
witnessed impressive growth at the North 
Carolina Zoo since joining the team in 
1994. At that time, North America was 
just opening to guests, and she recalls 
the thrill and magnitude of beginning that 
new chapter.

For Villa, witnessing the grand opening 
of another region is a highlight of her pro-
fessional career, and she is grateful that 
guests can share the experience. 

“Members and guests have a unique 
opportunity to stay involved with the 
development process by following the Zoo 
on our social platforms, viewing the site in 
person from the guest pathways and rest 
areas, and joining Zoo team members for 
important milestones along the way,” she 
explains. “Each time you visit, you have 
the opportunity to watch history unfolding 
before your very eyes.”

Patricia Simmons, the Zoo’s Director 
and CEO, says she looks forward to pre-
senting animals in progressive and novel 
habitats designed by experts in the most 
up-to-date animal care practices.

“As someone who has been in this 
career field for decades, I am encouraged 
and inspired by the impressive changes 
and advancements we are making to 
provide both the highest quality of care 
and the best guest experience possible,” 
Simmons says. “The completion of Asia 
will not merely mark the end of a con-
struction project, but the beginning of a 
new era.”

Simmons notes that the economic 
impact of the Asia addition is expected 
to be immense. The Zoo aims to expand 
annual visitation from around 900,000 to 
1.5 million guests, creating a multi-day 

Guests stream across North America bridge to celebrate the grand opening of the 
new region in 1994.

Asian River Otters

White-handed Gibbon

experience that captivates families and 
solo adventurers alike. The Zoo is already 
well on its way, recently welcoming over 
one million guests in 2023.

“I am grateful for the loyal backing of 
our members and guests who continue to 
visit the Zoo again and again. Each visit 
helps bolster our mission to save wildlife 
and wild places locally and around the 
globe,” says Simmons. “For so many, the 
Zoo is more than a destination—it’s a 
community. And I feel incredibly lucky to 
be a part of it.” 

VALERIE ABBOTT

INGMAGES
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We’re Building 
An App to the Zoo
Alexis Rowe, Institutional Advancement Specialist

In 2022, the North Carolina GlaxoSmith-
Kline Foundation awarded the Zoo Society a $1 
million grant to fund a revolutionary series of new 
learning experiences at the Zoo. These experiences 
will emerge from a multiple-layer software appli-
cation or App that anyone can download—at no 
cost—to an Android or iOS cell phone or tablet.  

The App will include a suite of self-directed 
learning activities that will add richness and depth 
to the Zoo visits of a wide range of guests, including 
children in school groups, individuals who speak 
Spanish as their primary language, and people who 
are blind or have other visual limitations. The App 
will link guests to their choice of a virtual tour 
guide who will lead them on a fun and inspirational 
journey through the Zoo.      

To create this App, Zoo educators have teamed 
up with software developers, filmmakers, audio 
describers, and Spanish language translators to 
design suites of activities for different audiences. 
One suite will guide teachers and their students 
through projects that teach STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Math) concepts. Another suite 
will explore career opportunities at the Zoo, and 
another will zero in on environmental education.

The Zoo hopes to provide every English- or 
Spanish-speaking guest, regardless of their age, 
physical abilities, or education level, with multiple 
opportunities to learn and have fun at the Zoo. To 
facilitate that goal, the Zoo will maintain a stable 
of extra tablets that registered school groups can 
check out (on a first-come-first-served basis) to 
make this technology available to students who do 
not own their own devices. 

When completed, the App will provide four types of experiences:

1.	 EdZOOcation Activities will be suitable for K 
through 12th grade students. This App component 
will align with the 2023 North Carolina Science  
Standards to provide activities that address at least 
one standard for each grade level and each high  
school science subject area.

2. 	Audio Description Tours will enrich the 
experiences of people who are blind or have 
limited vision by providing descriptive, 
interpretive information at 50 locations 
inside the Zoo. The information will paint 
auditory pictures of animals and habitats 
and relate personal stories from some keep-
ers caring for these animals. 

3.	 Virtual Tour Guides will provide videos 
based on the interpretive signage scattered 
throughout the park. The videos will be 
available in English or Spanish to support 
the learning needs of guests who prefer to 
learn by listening rather than reading. 

4.	 STEM Career Quests will provide five 
quests to acquaint guests with the work con-
ducted by some of the Zoo’s STEM profes-
sionals. These quests will explore  
the real-life experiences of a Zoo Keeper,  
a Horticulturalist, a Zoo Veterinarian,  
an Animal Behavior Researcher, and a Con-
servation Biologist.

And There’s More
Besides making the Zoo more accessible and 
inclusive to diverse audiences, the App will make 
it easier for all guests to navigate the Zoo and 
find answers to their questions by communicat-
ing through a Zoo chatbot. Grabbing lunch or 
a snack will be easier because the App will also 
offer a food ordering option. 

Want to Help?
The App is currently in the test phase and should 
be released to the public by Spring 2025. If you or 
your group is interested in testing the App during 
a visit and providing feedback, please contact 
Scott Ainsworth, the Zoo’s project manager for 
the App, at nczooapp@gmail.com to explore that 
possibility.

INGIMAGES
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VIP Tours and Programs in the Works for 2024
NC Zoo Society members pay $115/person to attend, non-member fee is $130/person and covers Zoo admission. Visit VIP 
tours under “Extraordinary Experiences” at nczoo.com to learn more or purchase tickets. Tours sell out quickly, so consider 
buying tickets now. (We will work with buyers who must reschedule or cancel.) Take note that these tours are unsuitable for 
young children and have posted age restrictions. A paying adult must accompany children younger than 18.

2024 PUBLIC VIP TOURS* 
All public tours occur on Saturdays between March 1 and October 31. See tour 
details, including start times and age requirements, or purchase your tickets by visit-
ing nczoo.com and choosing VIP Tours under the Extraordinary Experiences menu. 
Tours are ADA accessible unless otherwise noted.

AVIAN (BIRD) PROPAGATION VISIT
Visit the Zoo’s very private bird breeding 
facilities. Tour Dates: March 9 and Sept. 
28.

BLACK BEAR & GRIZZLY BEARS 
A two-bear training adventure. Tour 
Dates: March 16, April 27, June 1, July 
20, Sept. 14, Oct. 26.

CHIMPANZEES IN TRAINING
Unique photography angle precedes 
training. Tour Dates: April 6, June 8, Aug. 
10, Oct. 19. 
ADA Accessible with some restrictions 

COUGAR CLOSE-UP 
Training and managing swampy beasts. 
Tour Dates: April 13, Aug. 24, Oct. 5.
ADA Restrictions, masks inside.

ELEPHANTS UP CLOSE 
Visit their off-habitat barn to witness 
training and management. Tour Dates: 
March 23, April 13, May 11, June 22, 
September 21, October 19. 
ADA restrictions, cannot accommodate 
wheelchairs, motorized scooters, or 
service dogs. 

GIRAFFE MEET AND FEED
Meet the River Hogs and feed the 
giraffes at their off-habitat paddocks. 
Tour Dates: April 6, May 11, June 15, 
October 26

GORILLAS’ HEALTH CARE & 
TRAINING
Behind the scenes lessons in keeping 
gorillas healthy. Tour Dates: March 9, 
April 20, June 8, July 13, Sept. 7, Oct. 12.

LION BEHIND THE SCENES
Learn about lion training and feeding. 
Tour Dates: May 18, July 20, Sept. 21.
ADA Restrictions, masks will likely be 
required inside.

MEET AND FEED AN OTTER
Guests go backstage to learn about rep-
tiles, amphibians, etc., and feed an otter! 
Tour Dates: March 16, April 27, May 18, 
July 20, Aug. 10, Sept. 21, Oct. 19.
Not ADA Accessible; Masks Required.

PUFFINS & POLAR BEARS 
- for Adults Only
A grown-up encounter with a Polar Bear 
and some puffins. Tour Dates: April 13, 
June 22, August 24, October 5. 

PUFFINS & POLAR BEARS:  
A FAMILY AFFAIR: 
A modified experience for children to 
encounter with a parent or guardian. 
Tour Dates: March 23, May 4, July 27, 
September 14.
ADA Restrictions prohibit wheelchairs 
or motorized scooters. Private tours can 
accommodate wheelchairs and scooters.

RHINOS—CLOSE ENOUGH TO 
TOUCH
Go off habitat to get close enough to  
pet these gentle giants! Tour Dates: 
March 16, April 20, June 8, September  
7, October 12 

WOLF HOWL
An after-hours walk into Zoo to learn 
about wolves and, we hope, hear them 
howl! Dates Offered: March 9, October 
12

PRIVATE BEHIND-THE-SCENES 
PROGRAMMING
We offer all public VIP tours as Private 
Tours that admit up to six people. Buyers 
choose private tour dates and create  
their own guest list. Members pay $545 
for most private tours, non-members  
add $50.  

PRIVATE BISON & ELK SAFARI
We offer this safari ride through the  
Bison and Elk habitat only as a private 
tour. Limited to 4 people. ADA Accessible

Please check website for 
availability.

* Weather or other unanticipated  
challenges may necessitate date 
changes. Full refunds or alternate  

reservation dates are provided.

Thanks to the 
Wells Fargo Foundation
the Zoo’s Getting Greener!
In 2023, the Wells Fargo Foundation provided a $75,000 grant 
so that the Zoo could buy two electric Eco-Shuttles for its fleet 
of vehicles! The shuttles produce zero emissions, and unlike the 
six-person electric golf carts that carry up to six people around 
the Zoo, these shuttles provide clean, almost silent transporta-
tion to as many as 14 people at a time. In addition, one of the 
shuttles is wheelchair accessible.

Too large to make their way down the pathways, these 
shuttles will toddle around on the tram and service roads, 
making it possible for Zoo educators and Society tour guides 
to take guests behind the scenes for special tours or into the 
Park at night for overnight camps and other special programs. 
The carts are cute, too. Each will wear a wildlife wrap to help it 
blend into the zoo environment. One will dress in zebra stripes, 
the other in giraffe patches of brown and gold.

Because an electric motor spins the carts’ drivetrain, guests 
will not have to struggle to hear or talk over a noisy, internal 
combustion motor. The sounds of silence will make it easy 
for educators, guides, and guests to communicate with one 
another—and for their conversations to answer questions, 
spark insights, and spark interesting discussions.

These eco-friendly carts are just one example of the sustain-
able technologies the Zoo uses whenever possible. The carts 
cost considerably less to run than the Zoo’s gas-powered buses 
and don’t exhale carbon dioxide or other pollutants into the 
air. Using green technology allows us to serve as a model for 
sustainable growth and reaffirms our commitment to doing as 
much as we can to save a piece of the world for its wildlife.

The new eco-shuttles should arrive at the Zoo sometime in 
late March, so we hope to have them in service and toddling 
around the Park in plenty of time for most of our 2024 camps 
and VIP tours.

Upcoming 
2024 Quiet Days 
at the NC Zoo
While we work to make the Zoo sensory-  
friendly every day, we know that the 
crowds and excitement on busier days can 
still overwhelm some guests. To meet their 
needs, the Zoo schedules Quiet Days —
days when it does not accept reservations 
from large groups or schools and when 
it lowers the volume of the music and 
messaging played at the entrances and 
throughout the Park.

UPCOMING QUIET DAYS 
Tuesday, March 19
Tuesday, May 21
Tuesday, June 18
Tuesday, July 16
Tuesday, August 20
Tuesday, September 17

 Learn more at nczoo.com.
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Grace A. & Maxwell Gregson
GS Troop 2247

James D. Harper & 
Patricia F. O’Leary
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Visitors Bureau
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Mrs. Caroline H. High
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Hilliard
Ms. Lois Holt
Morgan & Shawn Jackson
John Deere Turf Care
Mr. & Mrs. David G. Johnston
Mrs. Laren S. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Randal Jones
Ann M. & Kerry A. Justice
Mr. Bronson Keith & 

Ms. Kelly Brown
Elizabeth & Richard Kent
Edward & Carolyn Kerber
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley W Knesel
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur F. Kriner
Dr. Brooklynn LaFoon & 

Mr. Scotlynn Jones
Geraldine & Ray Larson
Mr. Keith LePage & Mrs. Beverly 

Marinda Thomas-LePage
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Lewallen
Little
Patricia & William Lynch
Mr. & Mrs. Sudeep Mandal
Dr. Sandra Marshall, D.V.M 

& Mr. Tim Betts
Martin Marietta Aggregates
Dr. Stacy & Mr. Bradley Millon
Andrew & Liz Miracle
Mississippi State University
Morinaga America Foods, Inc
Mr. & Mrs. Eric C Nall
National Association 

of Interpertation
Nolan Manufacturing
Mr. & Mrs. Perry E. Nystrom
Kathy O’Donoghue
Gary & Marie O’Neil
Mr. & Mrs. Fletcher OCain
Olympic Products, LLC
Linda & Marty Pate

Diandra Ayala-Peacock 
& Todd Peacock

Janice & Mack Pearsall
Mr. Salvatore Pelligra
Abbie R. & Francis D. Pepper Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Pickens
Pinnacle Financial Partners
John William Pope Foundation
Nancy Shannon Porter
Post Consumer Brands
Ms. Dianne S. Powel
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip N. Pressley
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel J. Presson
Pugh Funeral Home
Ms. Ann Pullium
PVH Corp
Greg Rackley
Emily Borden Ragsdale
Ralph Lauren Corporation
Randolph Communications
Lynn Reams & Harold Eskey
Deborah Reichert & 

Chanchal Samanta
Republic Services
Rheem Heating & Cooling
Gina Romine
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Ross
RTI International
James & Lorre Ruffin
John & Fowler Ruffin
Mr. & Mrs. Bradly Russell
Mr. & Mrs. Edward T. Sapper
Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Schulman
Lt. Col. (Ret) & Mrs. 

Steven W. Senkovich
Robert C Shaffner
Ingeborg Shannon
Mr. Richard Shapero & Mrs. 

Lucine Beauchard
Mr. & Mrs. Tim B Sharpe
Shaun Edward Stewart Fund
Talmadge and Ian Silversides
Lois P. Simmons
Mr. & Mrs. Sherwood H. Smith Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Arnie F. Spaugh
Cali Spota

Service Systems 
Associates (SSA)

Ross & Andrea Staffhorst
Mrs. Betty Starrett & Mrs. 

Ashley Barracato
State Employees’ Credit 

Union Foundation
Ann Cutler Stringfield 

& Robert Darby
Ms. Carolyn S. Summers
Talbert Building Supply
April Taylor
Joyce & Randall S. Teague
Dr. Peggy & Mr. Robert Terhune
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The Carlyle Adams Foundation
The Cato Corporation
The Donald & Elizabeth 

Cooke Foundation
The Jandy Ammons Foundation
The Pilot, LLC/ O’Henry 

Magazine
Wayne Thomas Chevrolet
Tigerdog Builders, LLC
Tillery Charter Academy
Truist Bank
Truliant Federal Credit Union
Dr. Chandler Walker & 

Dr. Janice Harvey
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen L. 

Wallenhaupt
Patricia Ward
John Waters
Susan A. Watson
Wayne T. Moore 

Irrevocable Trust
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wildlife Conservation 

Society - New York
Wildlife Rehab, Inc.
William C. Ethridge Foundation
Meade & Abigail Willis
Charles & Jenny Winston
Keith & Martha Wolf
Carol Wylie
G. Smedes & Rosemary York
Mr. & Mrs. Blake Zalcberg

Thank yous go out to the very generous donors who provided gifts of $1,000 or more to the Society, 9/1/2023 through 1/30/2023.

A THANK YOUS B Dear Member,
It’s 2024, the year that your North Carolina Zoo is celebrating its 50th Anniversary while it prepares to open 
its next continental region, Asia, in 2026. We are bursting with pride and hope whenever we think about all 
the Zoo has accomplished over the years. 

Not only is it one of the state’s most popular tourist destinations, welcoming more than a million guests 
in 2023, but it continues to receive national and international recognition for protecting endangered species 
worldwide.

In the last five years, the Association of Zoos and Aquariums has honored your Zoo with three first-place 
international conservation awards—two for field programs in Tanzania and Uganda (Africa) and one for 
training and equipping officials protecting reserves and parks on three continents. The World Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums presented the Zoo with its coveted Sustainability Award. Closer to home, the Zoo earned 
first place in the National Association for Interpretation’s Media awards for its free Zoo Trekker program. 

While these awards recognize the hard work of the Zoo’s staff, they also reflect the generous support that 
the Zoo receives from you, our members, and other donors to the Zoo Society. Without the support of people 
like you, the Zoo would lack the resources to conduct these award-winning programs and many of the  
educational, guest services, veterinary, animal enrichment, and outreach programs that make your visits to 
the North Carolina Zoo both fun and educational. 

Donations ensure that the Zoo has the staff and other resources it needs to lead programs protecting North 
Carolina’s precious, rare species as well as endangered elephants, lions, giraffes, gorillas, polar bears, Horn-
bills, and other rare species around the world. These gifts keep the Zoo visitor-friendly and fun and make the 
world safer for wildlife. 

By donating now to support the Zoo’s most pressing needs, you can be confident that your gift will be 
invested where the Zoo needs it most. Your gift will keep the Zoo moving forward and will enrich and protect 
the lives of animals at the Zoo and wildlife around the world. 

We make it easy for you to make your donation. You can login to nczoo.com and click on “Give to the Zoo,” 
or you can call our offices Monday – Friday (336-879-7280), or mail a check to: The North Carolina Zoo  
Society; 4403 Zoo Parkway; Asheboro, NC 27205. 

Thank you again!
Sincerely,

Cheryl Armstrong
Executive Director
North Carolina Zoological Society

VALERIE ABBOTT



We Call it “Puppy Love!”
And you will, too, when you see a pack of brilliant, active, and loving 
rescue dogs perform their stunts and tricks in their wildly popular Canines 
for Conservation show at the Zoo. The program runs from Memorial Day 

through Labor Day and is fun 
for everyone.

All adopted from shelters, 
these dogs will amaze you 
with their moxie and their 
moves during programs 
scheduled every Tuesday 
through Sunday (weather  
permitting, of course!)

Don’t miss it!
These programs are free with 
the price of Zoo admission and 
will leave you feeling warm and 
friendly about dogs and all they 
have to offer when they bond 
with caring trainers.

Check out nczoo.org—the 
Zoo’s website—to confirm 
the times and places of these 
scheduled programs.

We are goin’ 
to the dogs 
this summer 
and couldn’t 
be happier!

4403 Zoo Parkway
Asheboro, NC 27205
www.nczoo.com
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