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hile planning for 2024, Zoo Society

staff members floated the idea of

rescheduling Alive’s mailing dates to
provide more timely information about the Zoo’s
seasonal operations. It seemed reasonable to post
issues a month before March’s return of VIP
programming, June’s uptick in summer crowds,
and September’s prelude to seasonal closings.

Adopting that change would allow us to publish a condensed November issue
thanking Zoo supporters for their generosity and addressing how these donations
advance the Zoo’s missions in conservation, education, research, and education.

So, here it is—a shortened issue packed with our thanks and with summaries of
Zoo programs that give back to the world community. First, we want to thank the
nearly 40,000 households enrolled as members of the Zoo Society. By joining the
Society and visiting the Zoo time and time again, members annually generate more
than $3 million in revenue that supports Zoo programming and the operational
needs of the Zoo and Zoo Society. Other gifts—from individuals, foundations, and
corporations—fund specific programs and needs. Over the last few years, these
entities deserve our thanks for contributing more than $30 million toward the
Society’s ongoing capital campaign to build Asia and to fund many extraordinary
Zoo initiatives, including the Zoo’s acclaimed public art collection and internation-
ally recognized educational and conservation programs.

In a similar vein, we thank everyone who attended our VIP tours, Veterinary
Camps, and other programs. Their ticket purchases helped fund conservation
efforts in North Carolina and around the world. Similar gratitude belongs to the
crowds who patronized the Zoo’s gift shops. Their purchases will sweeten their
memories of past visits while generating more than $2 million annually for the Zoo
Society to forward directly into Zoo needs and operations.

Finally, we thank the staff and volunteers who show up every day to sell tickets,
drive buses, secure the property, feed the animals, clear walkways,
clean buildings, cook food, manage the business offices, lead
tours, repair vehicles, and carry out the other work that the
Zoo needs to keep running. Conservation is at the heart of
everything the Zoo does, but these people provide the energy
that ensures a steady beat of that heart.

Please go to nczoo.com fo purchase any items listed in the Alive magazine or to make a donation to
the Zoo Society. If you have questions, or need help, please give us a call at 336-879-7273.

Financial information about
the NC Zoo Society and

a copy of its license are
available from the Charitable
Solicitation Licensing Section
at 888-830-4989. The license
is not an endorsement by the
State.

The North Carolina Zoo is open daily, weather permitting, except on
Christmas and Thanksgiving. Zoo ticket sales begin at 9 a.m. and end at
4 p.m. from April 1- November 1, and begin at 9 a.m. and end at 3 p.m.
the rest of the year.

The NC Zoo Society publishes Alive quarterly as a benefit to its members. The Zoo
Society is the private, 501(c)3 non-profit that supports the North Carolina Zoo.
Issue No.115, Winter 2024 Copyright © by the North Carolina Zoo Society. All
rights reserved.



¢
he Zoo Society relies on grants and contribution%rovide partial or total
funding for the Zoo’s capital development and some of its most far-reach-
ing and innovative programs. These donations are often large—totaling

$1 million or more—but never arrive unconditionally. They come with the

expectation that the Zoo will invest them in services that provide enduring and

often priceless services to humanity.

These services take myriad forms. Some remain localized, targeting audiences
or guests that live near or visit the Zoo. Other services refuse containment. They
begin by helping wildlife but spark benefits that spread seamlessly to improve the
health and well-being of far-reaching human communities.

At its most basic level, the Zoo gives back to its neighbors and guests by providing
affordable, quality recreational and educational opportunities to people of all ages.
The Zoo encourages them to look, think, and travel through nature. Not intended
as passive entertainment, the Zoo encourages walking, talking, and listening
in the out of doors. Family members reminisce. Students look for answers.
Friends chatter. The Zoo’s natural setting speaks in a universal language
that invites everyone to learn and have fun together.

The Zoo’s reputation as a world leader in habitat design and exemplary
animal care has made it a major regional tourist attraction, swelling its
attendance to nearly a million guests annually. This influx of tourists
enriches the economy. The North Carolina Department of Commerce esti-
mates that Zoo visitors add almost $180 million to the regional economy
every year. This influx of tourists’ money is estimated to give back to local
taxpayers by reducing residents’ tax bills by an average of $91 a year.

On a broader scale, the Zoo’s educational programs serve students from around
the state and the world. North Carolina teachers who pre-register to visit on a school
day receive free admission to the Zoo. Every year, more than 100,000 of the state’s
schoolchildren benefit from this policy. In addition, teachers can increase the impact
of their Zoo visits by taking advantage of free lesson plans that the staft devised to
meet the state’s curriculum standards at different grade levels. The Zoo’s Education
staff also produces quality educational programming that is available without charge
on the Zoo’s Facebook page and YouTube channel. More than a million learners a
year take advantage of these programs.

Globally, the Zoo has established a formidable reputation as a leader in wildlife
conservation. Its acclaimed research, veterinary, and conservation staff have worked
in the field for decades, collaborating with local scientists and communities to protect
wild gorillas, rhinos, vultures, and other animals. Zoo education programs help
communities adopt sustainable practices to improve their health and the health of the
environment. Through their involvement with SMART, a preeminent conservation
technology, Zoo researchers have given equipment, training, and support to officials
working to protect wild Polar Bears (Nunavut, Canada), Black Rhinos and African
Elephants (Namibia), vultures and African Lions (Tanzania), etc.

The Zoo’s dedicated team of professionals is uniquely qualified to deliver these On the Cover
many services to the world community. We are indeed blessed and thankful that
North Carolina continues to help the Zoo share these benefits with our neighbors American Elk
and partners in nature. Alamy
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VIP Tours and Programs in the Works for 2024

NC Zoo Society members pay $115/person to attend, non-member fee is $130/person and covers Zoo admission. Visit VIP
tours under “Extraordinary Experiences” at nczoo.com to learn more or purchase tickets. Tours sell out quickly, so consider
buying tickets now. (We will work with buyers who must reschedule or cancel.) Take note that these tours are unsuitable for
young children and have posted age restrictions. A paying adult must accompany children younger than 18.

2024 PUBLIC VIP TOURS*

All public tours occur on Saturdays between March 1 and October 31. See tour
details, including start times and age requirements, or purchase your tickets by visit-
ing nczoo.com and choosing VIP Tours under the Extraordinary Experiences menu.
Tours are ADA accessible unless otherwise noted.

AVIAN (BIRD) PROPAGATION VISIT

Visit the Zoo’s very private bird breeding
facilities. Tour Dates: March 9 and Sept.
28.

BLACK BEAR & GRIZZLY BEARS

A two-bear training adventure. Tour
Dates: March 16, April 27, June 1, July
20, Sept. 14, Oct. 26.

CHIMPANZEES IN TRAINING

Unique photography angle precedes
training. Tour Dates: April 6, June 8, Aug.
10, Oct. 19.

ADA Accessible with some restrictions

- i"'.‘.“ '

COUGAR CLOSE-UP
Training and managing swampy beasts.
Tour Dates: April 13, Aug. 24, Oct. 19.
ADA Restrictions, masks inside.

ELEPHANTS UP CLOSE

Visit their off-habitat barn to witness
training and management. Tour Dates:
March 23, April 13, May 11, June 22,
September 21, October 19.

ADA restrictions, cannot accommodate
wheelchairs, motorized scooters, or
service dogs.

GIRAFFE MEET AND FEED

Meet the River Hogs and feed the
giraffes at their off-habitat paddocks.
Tour Dates: April 6, May 11, June 15,
October 26

GORILLAS’ HEALTH CARE &

TRAINING
Behind the scenes lessons in keeping
gorillas healthy. Tour Dates: March 9,

April 20, June 8, July 13, Sept. 7, Oct. 12.

LION BEHIND THE SCENES

Learn about lion training and feeding.
Tour Dates: May 18, July 20, Sept. 21.
ADA Restrictions, masks will likely be
required inside.

MEET AND FEED AN OTTER

Guests go backstage to learn about rep-
tiles, amphibians, etc., and feed an otter!
Tour Dates: March 16, April 27, May 18,
July 20, Aug. 10, Sept. 21, Oct. 19.

Not ADA Accessible; Masks Required.

PUFFINS & POLAR BEARS

- for Adults Only

A grown-up encounter with a Polar Bear
and some puffins. Tour Dates: April 13,
June 22, August 24, October 5.

PUFFINS & POLAR BEARS:

A FAMILY AFFAIR:

A modified experience for children to
encounter with a parent or guardian.
Tour Dates: March 23, May 4, July 27,
September 14.

ADA Restrictions prohibit wheelchairs

or motorized scooters. Private tours can
accommodate wheelchairs and scooters.

RHINOS—CLOSE ENOUGH TO

TOUCH

Go off habitat to get close enough to
pet these gentle giants! Tour Dates:
March 16, April 20, June 8, September
7, October 12

WOLF HOWL

An after-hours walk into Zoo to learn
about wolves and, we hope, hear them
howl!! Dates Offered: March 9, October
12

PRIVATE BEHIND-THE-SCENES

PROGRAMMING

We offer all public VIP tours as Private
Tours that admit up to six people. Buyers
choose private tour dates and create
their own guest list. Members pay $545
for most private tours, non-members
add $50.

PRIVATE BISON & ELK SAFARI

We offer this safari ride through the
Bison and Elk habitat only as a private
tour. Limited to 4 people. ADA Accessible

PRIVATE GIRAFFE TOURS

Available in two time slots—you choose
either 3 or 5:30 p.m. Both involve a
giraffe feeding option.

* Weather or other unanticipated
challenges may necessitate date

changes. Full refunds or alternate
reservation dates are provided.

:: NCZoo.com
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Upcoming

2023 and 2024
Quiet Days at the
NC Zoo

While we work to make the Zoo sensory-
friendly every day, we know that the
crowds and excitement on busier days can
still overwhelm some guests. To meet their
needs, the Zoo schedules Quiet Days —
days when it does not accept reservations
from large groups or schools and when

it lowers the volume of the music and
messaging played at the entrances and
throughout the Park.

UPCOMING QUIET DAYS
Tuesday, November 21
Tuesday, December 19
Tuesday, January 16
Tuesday, February 20
Tuesday, March 19
Tuesday, May 21
Tuesday, June 18

GO EDVENTURING WITH STEVE
GERKIN
New This Year: Join Steve as a new cast
member in one of his 2024 EDventure
FaceBook episodes. He has one open-
ing for the February filming, one for the
October episode. In both broadcasts, the
newbie will join Steve and his friends to
plan, film, and appear in a story about a
favorite Zoo animal, and the newbie will
pick the Zoo creature to feature. Adults and
children as young as seven can join, learn
how the show is produced, and experience
the joy of sharing their passions for wildlife.
Programs will air on the Zoo’s
Facebook page and be archived on
YouTube. The fee for joining this 3-hour
experience is $425 for Society members
and $459 for non-members. Lunch and a
chat with host Steve Gerkin are included.

Learn more at nczoo.com.
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<+ THANK YOUS <2-

Thank yous go out to the very generous donors who provided gifts of $1,000 or
more to the Society, from 6/1/2023-8/31/2023.
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Dear Zoo Friend,

How can it be November already? I just got used to dating my checks
with “2023,” and January 1, 2024, is already glaring at me from next year’s
calendar. Time really did fly while we were having fun at the North
Carolina Zoo.

Looking back, there was a lot of fun to be had. Fenn, all 6 feet and 150
pounds of him, finally dropped in after overshooting his due date by
several weeks. Like a good giraffe, though, he sprung up like a weed. At
last count, he topped 8 feet and weighed over 400 pounds.

Of course, he was just the largest infant to land in the Zoo’s growing
nursery. During the year, seven American Red Wolves*, three Arabian
Sand Cats*, 1 Brush-tailed Rat-kangaroo*, two Chimpanzees*, four
Horned Puffins, 14 Virgin Island Boas*, and an assortment of lizards,
tortoises, fish, beetles, bats, and other infants arrived at the Zoo.

While we celebrated each of these births and hatchings, we were doubly
joyful when parenthood blessed any of our endangered species—the
names marked with asterisks in the list above. Each of these infants gave
us reason to be hopeful about their species’ future and increased our grat-
itude for the Zoo’s capacity to protect wildlife and inspire people to learn
about and value animals and the environment.

We are proud of the ways that the Zoo teaches and benefits North
Carolina’s citizens, and we know that many of these benefits depend on the
support of people like you. It is you, our members and supporters, that we
count on to help sustain and broaden the Zoo’s reach and achievements.

This year, we hope you will show this support by donating to address the
Zoo’s most pressing needs. By directing the Zoo to use your gift where

it will do the most good, you will help ensure that it has the resources it
needs to continue protecting wildlife and inspiring and enchanting guests
and followers well into and beyond 2024.

To make your gift, you can visit nczoo.com and select Give to the Zoo to

donate to support the Zoo’s Most Pressing Needs. Or, you can call us at
336-879-7250 or mail a check to The North Carolina Zoo Society; 4403
Zoo Parkway; Asheboro, NC 27205. Please write “Apply to the Zoo’s
Most Pressing Needs” on the memo line of your check.

Thank you for all that you do. We wish you a healthy and happy 2024.

Sincerely,

NN
Cheryl strong \ﬂj M%S!m

Executive Director .
North Carolina Zoo Society NC Zoo Soae’ry

Saving

a Piece of
the World for
its Wildlife




Celebrate the Season by

wing Tlemories

The best gifts come wrapped in time—time to spend with
loved ones, time to work toward a cherished dream, or time to
fill with joy, wonder, play, and caring. Every year, we develop
programs intended to enrich the precious moments we share
with guests or that promise to pass similar moments on to
future generations.

Purchase these timeless treasures or learn more by visiting
nczoo.com or calling the Zoo Society (336-879-7250) between
9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

A Year of Fun and Learning

NC Zoo Society memberships provide individuals or families
with a year, two years, or even a lifetime of free entry into the
NC Zoo, along with free or discounted admission to more than
150 zoos and aquariums across North America.

An Hour or More Behind the Scenes with a Favorite
Animal

VIP tours take guests behind the scenes to get close to the
Zoo’s animals and their caretakers. Both private and public
tour options are available from March—October during 2024.
Proceeds from these programs help fund the Zoo’s global wild-
life conservation programs.

Two or More Hours on a Ride With a Guide
Ride-and-a-Guide tours put you in an electric cart with a
professional guide to tour you around the Park. Available on
weekdays only every month of the year. New this year, we
will offer two-hour weekend Ride-and-a-Guide Tours a few
times a month in November and December. Current available
dates are November 4, 5, and 19 and December 2, 3, 16 and
17. Blankets and hot beverages provided in chilly weather. An
optional Surprise Animal Encounter with a Friend You Didn’t
Know You Had can be scheduled for an additional fee.

One or Two Days Attending a Zoo Veterinary
Science Camp

The Zoo'’s veterinary staff will offer four camps
in 2024 for youngsters aspiring to become
veterinarians. Two Junior Camps will accept
rising 7th, 8th, and 9th graders and provide a
full day of veterinary experiences. Two Senior
Camps, each with its own programming, will
accept rising 10th, 11th, 12th graders and
provide two full days of veterinary experiences.
These are overnight camps that include a night-
time foray into the Zoo.

that Last a Lifetime

A Half-day or a Full Day Shadowing a Zoo Veterinarian
Shadow a Vet for Two: 8 a.m. to 12:30 includes lunch with the
veterinarian and an optional two-hour golf cart tour of the Zoo
in the afternoon. Offered Weekends Only March— October

Shadow a Vet for a Day: 7:45 a.m.—3:30ish. Offered week-
days only March—October. (Limited to one person. Includes
lunch).

2023 Holiday Adoption Option

Roar in the Holidays by Adopting Haji, our Reigning
King of Beasts P -
Haiji arrived at the Zoo !
last December amid
hopes that he will
become a suitable mate
for the Zoo’s 13-year old
female lion, Mekita. The
Zoo’s animal care staff
hopes to see Haji and
Mekita contribute to their
species’ survival by start-
ing a family soon. This
work complements ongo-
ing efforts by the Zoo’s
conservation scientists
to reduce poaching and
other threats to lions roaming the wilds of Africa.

Adopt Haji online for $60 to receive a delightful lion plush, an
adoption certificate bearing the name of the adopting parent,
and an exclusive adoption decal. If this is a gift, we can
included your special message in the package. Roaring in the
Holidays adoptions will be mailed on December
12, 2023.

An Exclusive, Limited Edition Zoo
Society Ornament
This limited edition 2023 ornament
celebrates the Zoo’s beloved
Horned Puffins. Like so many of
the Society’s previous decora-
tions, this one was designed and
handcrafted by North Carolina
artist Chris Gabriel and is available
only from the North Carolina Zoo
Society. Available online for $29.95.
Supplies are limited.
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The NC Zoo Society is your
bridge to more than a Zoo visit.

— CHARITY
NAVIGATOR

We make you a partner in the
Zoo's global efforts to support
* Animal well-being
* Conservation

" kkkk

‘ Four Star Charity

* Education
¢ Field Work
* Research

And we welcome you into a
family that cares about nature.

MIX

The NC Zoo Society urges you to do business with businesses that support your Zoo. ' ‘ FSC responeibi souross
(] v wmiscos  FSC® C101537

Ride-and-a-Guide Tours

Give Them to Someone Special or Make Them Your Own.

These tours put up to five people in a golf cart to toodle around the Zoo with a trained driver/
guide. Guests choose the habitats they’ll visit, how long they’ll stay (1.5 to 4 hours), and what
they want to add (i.e., meals, animal encounters, additional carts) to the basic tour.

The BIG NEeWsS, though, are two new experiences that will come online in 2024.

The first is a brand new opportunity to arrange a Lunch Encounter uit one of
the Zoo's Educators, including Secrets of the Zoo star Steve Gerkin, and an Ambassador Animal.

The second is a new

“Meet a Friend You Never Knew You Had” Tour.

This tour will take guests out of the public arena for an intimate encounter with a wild, valuable,
well-trained mystery creature and its caretaker. Perfect for children too young to go behind the
scenes or for adults who delight in learning nature’s secrets.

Visit nczoo.com for details.




