
Magazine of the
NC Zoo Society
www.nczoo.com



2 ::  NCZoo.com

The North Carolina Zoo is open every day, weather permit-
ting, except on Christmas Day and Thanksgiving Day. Winter 
admission hours begin November 1 and extend from 9 a.m. 
through 3 p.m. Summer admission hours begin April 1 and 
extend from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.

Alive is published quarterly by the North Carolina Zoo Society, the  
private, 501(c)3 non-profit that raises funds and engenders public  
support for the North Carolina Zoo. Issue No.111, Spring 2023. Copy-
right © by the North Carolina Zoo Society. All rights reserved.

Financial information about the NC Zoo 
Society and a copy of its license are 
available from the Charitable Solicitation 
Licensing Section at 888-830-4989. The 
license is not an endorsement by the State.

Please go to nczoo.com to purchase any items listed in the Alive magazine 
or to make a donation to the Zoo Society. If you have questions, or need help, 
please give us a call at 336-879-7273.
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Chris Scott, Development Officer and Corporate Counsel

As an Alive reader, you may already know 
that the Zoo Society helps fund habitat 
conservation projects worldwide. You may 
not realize, though, that the Society also 

helps conserve undeveloped lands in its own back-
yard. Relying on funding from conservation founda-
tions and private donors, the Society has strategically 
and gradually acquired hundreds of acres supporting 
crucial wildlife habitats. The Zoo manages and main-
tains these lands as valuable nature preserves.  

Protecting Land as Well as Wildlife
Together, the Zoo and Society own and protect over 
2,000 acres inside Randolph County. A good portion 
of this acreage enriches local recreational landscapes 
with free hiking trails, picnic areas, and secluded  

 
scenic vistas. 

Lands designated as nature preserves remain closed 
to the public—a precaution to protect the sites’ rare 
animals and plants. Zoo scientists visit these sites reg-
ularly to survey their wildlife populations and mon-
itor the general health of each habitat. Occasionally, 
staff arranges small, specialized tours on these sites 
for visiting scientists, students, and other appropriate 
groups.

Even well-informed Zoo advocates may find this 
careful monitoring odd. We tend to think of endan-
gered species as foreign as well as rare. Bamboo For-
ests harbor endangered Giant Pandas, while ordinary 
Raccoons, White-tailed Deer, and Bobcats populate 
local woodlands. Unfortunately, though, extinction is 
an equal-opportunity threat. It stalks wildlife at home 

Red W0lf
MATT CUDA/ISTOCK

Histories, Mysteries, and Fidelities
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as well as abroad. 
One example, perhaps not among the most 

beloved species, is the Timber Rattlesnake. Consid-
ered a Species of Special Concern in North Carolina, 
the Timber Rattlesnake is a vital member of the 
Zoo’s Purgatory Mountain biological community. 
This “mountain” (actually a monadnock) rises to 
900 feet just inside an undeveloped section of the 
property. Mainly left to hikers and dog walkers, this 
monadnock’s Oak-Hickory forest shelters most of 
the Zoo’s native rattlesnakes. 

Although they occasionally wander into some 
non-public areas inside the Zoo, the rattlesnakes 
mostly hang out on Purgatory. Its trails are well 
marked, making it relatively easy for the snakes to 
avoid human encounters. For their own safety, rat-
tlesnakes prefer to keep their distance from people.

Flora As Well As Fauna
Because plant species can also face existential chal-
lenges, Zoo staff offers refuge to endangered trees, 
flowers, and other rare flora. One such program has 
protected the rare Schweinitz’s Sunflower for over a 
decade.

Classified as Endangered at the federal and state 
levels, this small sunflower once dotted prairies 
throughout the Piedmont and into the Southwest. 

Habitat loss and degradation have changed all that, 
pushing the plant to the edge of extinction. This 
flower—like the rattlesnake and the American Red 
Wolf—receives Zoo protection. All are valuable 
components of North Carolina’s biological heritage 
—resources that, once lost, cannot be replaced.

Of course, the Zoo Society relies on the generos-
ity of friends and donors to fund these conservation 
efforts. Estate gifts have been essential in financing 
the acquisition of these conservation properties. 
For example, Juanita Spalding’s estate left the Zoo 
Society funds restricted to buying and managing 
wilderness areas for native wildlife. Mrs. Spalding’s 
legacy established a small, carefully restricted nature 
preserve near the Zoo. Left almost entirely to the 
animals and plants that live there, this site rarely 
entertains human visitors. Generally, only visiting 
scientists and select Zoo staff enter the property 
to conduct research or ensure the site’s continued 
protection.

Protecting Other Landscapes
In addition to protecting wild, natural habitats, the 
Zoo Society occasionally acquires nearby properties, 
primarily residential lots that house one or more 
structures. These sites are selected strategically to 
support critical Zoo needs, such as providing future 

Schweinitz’s Sunflower
WILL STUART
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student housing, education programs, or storage 
facilities. 

These lands are minimally managed to ensure that 
they meet the aesthetic and use standards set out in 
the proposal that the State of North Carolina consid-
ered when deciding where it would build a state zoo. 
That proposal was submitted with the consent and 
approval of county and city officials and outlined a 
series of promises that both governments agreed to 
honor if the State chose Asheboro as the zoo. Among 
these promises was the pledge to establish “a mini-
mum zoned area of at least one mile around the Park 
to protect it from outside encroachment, abnormal 
noise, smog, undue pollution of all kinds.” The 
Randolph County Board of Commissioners honored 
this promise by zoning the area around the Zoo to 
meet the standards worthy of our Zoo’s claim as “the 
world’s largest natural habitat zoo.”  

It may seem odd that the State and the Zoo and 
Zoo Society had to secure commitments from local 
governments to protect the environmental integrity 
of the Zoo site. But, while the state owns the Zoo 
site, it does not have authority over lands outside 
its boundaries. That authority belongs to the local 
Randolph County officials who establish and enforce 
zoning ordinances. 

A History of Mutual Respect  
and Integrity
For more than 50 years, these county officials have 
held firm to the promises made by their predecessors. 
These pledges assured state officials that the future 
zoo would receive continuous protection from incur-

sions that would damage the value and the future of 
this institution. When the State chose Asheboro as 
the Zoo site, it did so with the understanding that 
Randolph County would impose zoning restrictions 
around the Zoo that would exclude “heavy industrial 
uses” within a mile of the Zoo’s boundaries. Unfortu-
nately, the Board’s resolve to maintain this tradition 
came under threat recently when a neighbor applied 
to rezone a lot next to the Zoo to allow the construc-
tion and operation of a slaughterhouse within a few 
yards of the Zoo’s veterinary facilities.

As the County Board continues to review this 
request, the Zoo Society is considering the official 
steps it can take to help local officials remain faithful 
to the promises their predecessors made over half a 
century ago. These predecessors promised to protect 
the biological and aesthetic integrity of the Zoo for 
its guests, its wildlife, and its importance to local and 
regional economies.

This recent event has been a potent reminder 
that protecting the things that matter and making a 
positive difference in people’s lives requires constant 
vigilance. The Society will always act to protect the 
Zoo and to further its vital missions. We remain 
hopeful that the local authorities will continue to do 
what is necessary to protect this unique, beautiful, 
and meaningful place.

Hidden Histories
As part of its ongoing efforts to protect the Zoo’s 
boundaries and provide additional educational 
programming space, in late 2021, the Zoo Society 
acquired an old homestead situated on a couple of 
acres adjacent to the Zoo. The property contained 
a modest home, clearly of older construction, and 
outbuildings and fencing that suggested poultry and 
possibly pigs had lived there recently. Since the two-
acre parcel was right next door and large enough to 
be put to meaningful use, this property was particu-
larly desirable to the Zoo and Society.

During discussions with the previous landowner, 
we learned about several local legends associated 
with the property. Folklore had it that the house was 
one of the oldest buildings in the county and had 
been a local post office as well as a working farm. 

Just looking at it, the house appears ancient and 
bears scars inflicted by time and a hodgepodge of 
renovations. The oldest section is easy to spot. Its 
hand-hewn logs, some more than two feet thick, 
illustrate its ancient origins and give clues to its age. 

Timber Rattlesnake
MARKNH/ISTOCK
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According to local historian Mac Whatley, the 
logs’ girth attests to their provenance from an old-
growth forest—the only forests old enough to pro-
duce logs that large. Because few local virgin forests 
survived until 1890, these logs were likely cut in the 
mid-nineteenth century, possibly even before 1840.

Intrigued by what he saw, Mr. Whatley combed 
through piles of old county records and writings to 
try to piece together a more detailed, possible history 
for this old house. Because hearsay and embellish-
ments likely tainted some of these reports, a mixture 
of facts and fiction probably clouds the history he 
wove together.

However, official county records did show that a 
Mr. Allen Scott (not related to the author) owned this 
land before 1900. Other records suggest that this Mr. 

Scott was, among other things, a farmer, a carpenter, 
a Justice of the Peace, a postmaster, and the father of 
11 children. 

His work as a postmaster and farmer is most 
relevant to the house’s place in the Zoo’s history. 
For several years before 1907, the farmhouse was a 
residence and a post office. This post office served a 
small community known as “Flower Hill.” It closed 
around 1907 when a larger community incorporated 
it and possibly Flower Hill into its municipality.

With the post office gone, Mr. Scott apparently 
farmed his 200-acre plot quite literally until the day 
he  died. Legend has it that he died plowing one of 
his fields. Legend also swears that his family placed a 

marker on the spot where he fell. It supposedly read, 
“Allen Scott died here.” Even though Zoo founders 
purchased most of these 200-acres more than 50 
years ago, as the Zoo was forming, no one recalls 
ever seeing this marker. Most likely, time or erosion 
buried it a long time ago. 

What’s Next For This Old House?
The Zoo’s horticulture staff has taken over the yard 
surrounding the ancient house and has planted sev-
eral gardens there. Staff intends to use them as part 
of a research project comparing the sustainability  of 
“then and now” cultivation practices.

This research provides a reasonable basis for 
squeezing a bit of on-site historic preservation under 
the Zoo’s umbrella mission to preserve wildlife and 

wild places. The land under this old farm and post 
office may deepen our understanding of the biolog-
ical and human communities that once lived along-
side the Scotts in Flower Hill.   

While we concede that historical preservation will 
never become a primary mission of the Zoo Society, 
so little is required to protect this particular house 
and lot that the Society feels obligated to help pre-
serve remnants of its history. 

We are grateful that the generosity of our donors 
provides us the leeway to become more than just the 
newest characters in the ongoing story of this ancient 
homestead. We will also be there to help write its 
next chapters. 

BY WASRTS - OWN WORK, CC BY-SA 3.0, HTTPS://COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG/W/INDEX.PHP?CURID=33954620

Uwharrie Monadnocks



7Spring 2023 :: 

Let’s Go Trailing!
Perhaps you didn’t know it, but a vast 
network of trails, greenways, and blue-
ways crisscrosses North Carolina’s 
magnificent, changing landscapes. 
People in every county have beaten out 
paths that meander alongside rivers, 
streams, and mountain ridges; lead to 
waterfalls, ponds, and urban greenways; 
or wind through lush woodlands, forests, 
savannas, prairies, and rolling hills. 
The choices are nearly endless—and 
most are free to anyone who chooses to 
explore them.

2023: The Year of the Trail in  
North Carolina
To promote North Carolina’s 
well-deserved reputation as 
“The Great Trails State,” 2023 
has been officially anointed 
as the “Year of the Trail” in 
all 100 Tarheel counties. An 
easily accessible webpage 
(just Google “Year of the Trail”) 
explains the details of this pro-
gram and provides maps and 
descriptions of trails around the 
state. 

The site even lets hikers pick 
the trails best suited to their 
needs or expectations. There 
are listings for wheelchair-, kid-, 
stroller-, and dog-friendly hikes 
and for trails well suited for bik-
ers and horseback riders. There 
are even listings for campers 
and backpackers. The site 
offers other gems, too, including 
a list of upcoming events, some 
well-heeled advice for novice 

hikers, and an interesting history of trail 
development throughout the state.

Among other things, its developers 
hope that the Year of the Trail will spark 
enough happy media coverage to moti-
vate some non-hikers to step outside and 
take a test trek on a trail. It can be a great 
way to experience some quiet time or to 
find space and time to talk with family or 
friends.

Trailing Around  
the North Carolina Zoo
Nearly everyone who visits the Zoo 
spends some time walking its pathways. 
Several miles of paved trails wander 
around and to and from the animal 
habitats. Ride and A Guide Tours or free 
tram rides can eliminate or shorten these 
walks respectively, but walking is usually 
part of every Zoo visit.

That said, guests do not have to pass 
through the admission gates to enjoy a 
friendly nature hike at the Zoo. Several 
trails zigzag through undeveloped parts 
of the property. Trail rules are simple: 
Stay on the trails, and be respectful—to 
other hikers and native wildlife.

Nature Trails at the Zoo
These trails are open every day that 
the Zoo is open. They are accessible at 
no cost from 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m., April 
through October, and from 7:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m., November through March.

• Trail Number 1: A 0.2-mile handi-
capped-accessible trail begins at the 
north end of the North American Parking 
Lot. 

• Trail Numbers 2 - 5: Four trails wander 
over “Purgatory Mountain.” Leashed, 
well-behaved, and properly vaccinated 
dogs can accompany their owners on 
these trails.

• Trail Connecting the North American 
and African Parking Lots: This trail is 
open from April through October only, 
from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

 This trail has a stone-dust surface and 
allows guests to walk between the park-
ing lots instead of taking the tram. Only 
qualified service animals are allowed on 
this trail.

Off-site Zoo Managed Hiking Trails
These trails are located several miles 

from the Park and are open only 
during daylight hours.

• Pisgah Covered Bridge 
Trail: A 0.25-mile long trail near 
the historic Pisgah Covered 
Bridge. 

• Ridge’s Mountain Preserve 
Trail: Reservations are needed 
to access this 0.8-mile-long 
hike.  
   Call 336.879.7717, Monday-
Friday, during working hours to 
make a reservation. The first half 
of this trail is relatively level and 
follows an old road to a clearing. 
The second half of the trail is 
narrower, steeper, and rockier. It 
ends just short of the southern 
summit. (The southern summit 
is private property and does not 
belong to the Zoo).

Visit nczoo.org and search for
 “trails” to download maps 
and additional information 
about these trails. 
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Looking For Ways to Help the Zoo?
  Good, because the Zoo is always looking for volunteers to help it improve its programs!

Toy Lambeth, Volunteer Coordinator

Some 300 diverse and intergenerational volunteers and 
unpaid interns make up the Zoo’s Volunteer Services 
Program. These people enhance the Zoo by donating 

their time, talents, and skills to strengthen and expand ongoing 
programs and projects. Some volunteers bring years of zoo- 
related expertise to our programs, but many do not. They 
refresh and enrich our programs with their enthusiasm, eager-
ness to learn, and friendly faces. All are welcome, and all will 
enjoy support and appreciation from our professional staff. We 
take pride in providing the tools, resources, and training our 
volunteers need to succeed and flourish at the Zoo. 

Behavioral Research
By observing and recording behavioral data on the Zoo’s 
animals, these volunteers amass critical information for our 
animal care teams to use to shape individualized management 
plans for its animals. Volunteers undergo training that prepares 
them to observe selected individual animals and record their 
behaviors in a handheld tablet. These volunteers work with the 
Zoo’s curators and animal keepers to gain insight on how the 
collected information is used to improve the quality of life expe-
rienced by animals living at the Zoo. This research contrib-
utes to the Zoo’s commitment to objectively and continuously 
assess its animals to ensure and enhance their welfare.

Honey Bee Volunteer
Honey Bee Volunteers are members of the North Carolina 
State Beekeeper Association. They are recruited and trained 
to volunteer at the Zoo’s Honey Bee Garden. Volunteers 
engage guests in opportunities to connect with nature using 
resources including live demonstration hive, pollinator garden, 
art sculptures and more. Beekeeping Teams create personal-
ized, educational, fun and memorable experiences to increase 
awareness about honey bee conservation and their impor-
tance. They also encourage guests to plant pollinator gardens 
to attract wildlife to their own backyards.

Kidzone Play Pal
Play Pal volunteers facilitate play at Kidzone, a nature-based 
play area geared toward guests ages 3-10 years old. Play 
Pals facilitate play and engage children in activities such as 
fort building, making mud pies, playing in the stream, walking 
across logs, identifying backyard wildlife, crafts, programs 
and much more. Activities are intended to leave guests (and 
Play Pals) a little dirty, but with smiles on their faces and an 
appreciation for playing outside! Volunteers also lead activities, 
organize crafts, and engage in storytelling.

Investigation Station Volunteers
Education Volunteers share information about the Zoo’s 
animals and engage with guests about conservation 
issues and the actions individuals can take to help protect 
the environment and wildlife habitats. Staff trains these 
volunteers to use games, animals and plants, three-
dimensional models and other devices to stimulate con-
versations and engagement with guests of all ages. 

Zoo Host
Zoo Host Volunteers welcome guests upon arrival and  
the first matter of business is often directing them to the 
nearest restroom. Hosts provide guests with information 
about ticket sales, paid experiences, tram/shuttle ser-
vices, and communicate available services such as first 
aid, mobility/stroller rentals, food services, picnic areas, 
gift sales, etc. Hosts inform guests about special events, 
animal feeding schedules, and opportunities to enhance 
their experience. 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, Animal 
Care Volunteer
Wildlife Rehabilitation Volunteers provide routine daily 
care for injured, sick, and orphaned native wildlife until 
they are ready for release back into the wild. Volunteer 
duties include admitting animal patients, record keeping, 
preparing diets, feeding animals, and a fair amount of 
cleaning cages, dishes, floors and wards. 

Giraffe Deck Attendant
Giraffe Deck Volunteers create unique, rewarding and 
memorable experiences for guests who come face-to-
face with, and feed giraffes. Volunteers share information 
to increase awareness about conservation issues and 
programs, prepare and distribute browse, queue guests 
on/off the deck and support staff as requested.

How Can You Become a Volunteer?
Just let us know that you are interested! The Zoo posts a 
volunteer interest form on its website at www.nczoo.org/
volunteer. Just logon to the site and enter this URL to fill 
out the form.
     Once the volunteer coordinator receives your informa-
tion, she will review it and get back to you about what your 
next steps should be.
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The Zoo will turn 50 in 2024, and we will mark that anniversary by reflecting on some of the Zoo’s most 
remarkable achievements: Its emergence as a world class zoo; Its sterling reputation for quality animal 
care; Its growing presence in international and regional conservation projects and research; Its expand-
ing commitment to family-friendly education and recreational opportunities.

As proud as we are of these achievements, we are even prouder of the promises the Zoo holds for the 
future. Its exit from these first 50 years edges it even closer to opening a third continent, Asia, and fulfill-
ing its pledge to bring a world of wildlife to North Carolina.

To commemorate the Zoo’s accomplished past and promising future, the Zoo Society wants to commis-
sion and install an iconic artwork in the heart of Asia. This work will celebrate 50 years of excellence by 
adding the first piece of Asian-inspired art to the Zoo’s existing public art collection—a collection widely 
acclaimed as one of the most significant and best-curated in the state. This reputation will surely grow 
as the Zoo finishes hiring a Curator of Art to work with advisors and international and local artists to 
ensure that only high-quality, authentic, and diverse artworks come into the Zoo’s collection.

We hope you will join us in jump-starting this process by helping the Zoo choose and install this iconic 
artwork in Asia. To add your voice to this selection, donate $25 or more to our Fund for Asian Art  
Campaign. When you do, we will add your name to the list of art donors we will maintain on our  
website.

As this list grows, the Zoo’s Curator of Art and his or her advisors will post a call for artists to submit 
proposals for creating this piece. The curatorial team will select the top three entries. Our donors will 
choose the winner in an open election. One vote for each donor of $25 or more.

As a special incentive, we will invite donors providing $250 or more to 
attend the unveiling and installation of this artwork in Asia. To add your 
name to the list or to make a donation to celebrate 50 years of progress at 
the Zoo, logon to nczoo.com and click on the “Celebrating Fifty Years of 
Progress” button on the home page.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Armstrong
Executive Director
North Carolina Zoo Society

North Carolina Zoo

Celebrating  50 Years  as the



10 ::  NCZoo.com

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Abernathy
AirBoss Rubber Solutions
Ms. Susan J. Antle
Elias Aukerman & 

Nathaniel Aukerman
Dr. Erin & Mr. Joe Baird
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Barth
John Becton & Nancy Tannenbaum
Dr. Melissa Behrens
Ethan Blumenthal
Stefanie L. & Scott J. Boehmer
Carol Bowers
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Brink
Annha & Lane Britt
Mr. & Mrs. Albert L. Butler III
Ron & Cathy Butler
Crystal Byers
Mr. Jason Chalk & Mrs. 

Danielle Noll
Richard C. Chambers
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Coble
The Donald & Elizabeth 

Cooke Foundation
Deejie Culbertson
Mr. & Mrs. Seth Davis
Mr. & Mrs. DeVane
Maria F. & Kevin R. Dorn

Energizer
Genie Frick
Friends of the Randolph 

County Library
Greater Horizons
Hafele America Company
Elizabeth C. & Edward 

M. Harrington
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Hatchell
HH Architecture
Ms. Lois Holt
Mr. & Mrs. Morgan Jackson
John Deere Turf Care
Mr. & Mrs. David G. Johnston
William M. Johnston
Mrs. Laren S. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Kennedy
Edward & Carolyn Kerber
Drew A. Leander
Little
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Lough
Mac & Susan McMichael
The McMichael Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Miracle
Modern Woodmen of America
Terrie Moffitt & Avshalom Caspi
Mr. & Mrs. Carlos Moore

Mr. & Mrs. David T. Murray
North Carolina Bar Association 

- Corp Counsel Section
Mr. & Mrs. Perry E. Nystrom
Gary E. & Marie B. O’Neil
Linda & Marty Pate
Diandra Ayala-Peacock 

& Todd Peacock
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Pearce
Janice & Mack Pearsall
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Pickens
Piedmont Natural Gas Company
Pinnacle Financial Partners
Platinum Corral, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Zach Plemmons
Mr. & Mrs. Cory C. Ploch
Kathleen Pond
PVH Corp
Randolph Communications
Camey Reid
Republic Services
Rheem Heating & Cooling
RTI International
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Schmidt
Ms. Heather E. Scott
Lt. Col. (Ret) & Mrs. Steven 

W. Senkovich

Talmadge and Ian Silversides
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Reid Smith
Heather Sneathen & 

Megan Younger
Southland Electrical Supply
Service Systems Associates SSA
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Staffhorst
State Employees Combined 

Campaign
Mary P. Stephenson
Ann Cutler Stringfield 

& Robert Darby
Talbert Building Supply
Terminix Triad
The Pilot, LLC
Wayne Thomas Chevrolet
TM Engineering, Inc.
Trophy Shop Gifts & Engraving
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Susan A. Watson
Linda J. Wells
Carol Westmoreland
Charles & Jenny Winston
Mr. & Mrs. Keith W. Wolf
The Yuson Family 
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A THANK YOUS B

A Legacy of Promise
“Planned Giving,” “Legacy Plan-
ning,” “Estate Planning.” Regardless 
of the words you use, including a 
charitable gift in a will, trust, or 
other financial account is not a 
privilege reserved for the wealthy 
or retired. It’s an opportunity for 
everyone to make a lasting state-
ment about their lives and their 
hopes for the future. 

Planned gifts and estate plans 
allow us to define our own legacy. 
These gifts let us reach into the 
future to provide for our loved ones 
and continue our support of the 
charities and organizations that 
share our highest values.  

Whether you are designating  
beneficiaries of an IRA,  a 

Donor-Advised Fund, a Life Insur-
ance Policy, or an Endowment, the 
Zoo Society can help. Our website 
(nczoo.com) offers a Planned Giving 
tab under the Give to the Zoo head-
ing on the menu bar. You can access 
it anonymously to explore estate 
planning options that will help you 
write the legacy you want to leave 
behind.

The advice offered is helpful for 
anyone, even if you don’t plan to 
leave a gift to the Zoo Society or  
any other charity. If, however, you 
make arrangements that include the 
Society in your plans, we hope you 
will let us know. If you do, it will 
ensure that we can thank you today 
for the benefits your gift will provide 

for the future.
It means a great deal to us to say 

“thank you” and learn about you 
so that we can understand why you 
chose us and how you want us to 
honor your legacy. We will weave 
your story into the tapestry of prom-
ises we are creating at the North 
Carolina Zoo.

Once we know of your plans, 
we will also invite you to become 
a member of the Zoo’s Lion’s Pride 
so that we can ask you to attend an 
annual appreciation event we hold at 
the Zoo.  

For more information, contact 
Lisa Smith, Director of Donor Rela-
tions, at 336-879-7251 or lsmith@
nczoo.com. It would be our honor to 
welcome you as our latest member 
of the Lion’s Pride.
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These Lion Eyes… 
…belong to Haji, a handsome 
two-year-old male who arrived at the 
Zoo late last year. Born at the Audubon 
Zoo, Haji came here on the recom-
mendation of AZA’s Species Survival 
Plan® (or SSP) for Lion. The experts 
overseeing this SSP scheduled Haji’s 
exit from New Orleans to coincide with 
his approaching entry into adoles-
cence. That’s the stage when nature 
starts nudging male cubs to leave their 
moms’ prides and begin the search for 
a pride of their own.

Unlike wild cubs, Haji enjoyed some 
sophisticated assistance navigating this 
journey and selecting a suitable mate. 
Science, not fate, guided his destiny. 
First, statistics from an AZA studbook 
identified potential mates by letting 
lion experts review the pedigrees of 
available females. This search would 
reveal the best genetic and behavioral 
matches available for Haji.

When a suitable match popped up, 
the affected zoos reviewed the SSP’s 
recommendation and accepted the 
proposed transfer. That acceptance 
set the ball rolling for administra-
tors, veterinarians, keepers, and 
other staff from both zoos to com-
plete the paperwork, agreements, 
health certificates, and travel 
arrangements required to fly and 
chauffeur Haji to his new home.

Once he arrived, he remained 
quarantined to ensure he was in good 
health. Only then did he complete 
his journey to his new barn, where he 
would get his first peek at Mekita—the 
reigning lioness queen at the Zoo. 

Growing Up Lion
At first, the still-young Haji displayed 
an enlightened mix of caution and 
curiosity while adjusting to the sights 
and smells of this new place, his new 
keepers, and that desirable but muscle- 
bound female peering back at him 
from her night quarters a few yards 

away. Keepers knew they would have 
to give them both plenty of time to see 
and sniff each other from a distance 
before slowly introducing them to 
share the same physical space.  

As this introduction process crept 
forward, keepers also helped Haji accli-
mate to his new night quarters. Once 
he settled in, they began to prepare 
him to leave this safe space and step 
into the big world awaiting outside.

Given the changes he had already 
faced on his first venture away  
from his mom, it is no  
surprise that he 
needed a little  
 

time and a lot of encouragement to 
take his first steps out into his new 
habitat. After several false starts, he 
eventually poked his head out, then in, 
then back and forth a few times, before 
creeping cautiously into the great 
outdoors.  

As Time Goes By
Zoo keepers will continue to make Haji 
comfortable in his new surroundings, 
and by the time this article arrives in 
March, he should be a regular resident 
in his habitat. We hope that Mekita will 
be with him in this space by then. 

Haji
DUSTIN SMITH
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Zoo Society Tours
Public VIP tours occur on Saturdays between March 1 and October 
31. Public VIP ticket prices are $100 per person for North Carolina Zoo 
Society members. Non-member tickets are $115 per person. Visit nczoo 
.com/vip-tours/ to learn about tour details or to purchase a tour online. 
     VIP Tours are unsuitable for young children, and age restrictions 
vary among different tours. A paying adult must accompany children 
younger than 17. 

2023 VIP Public Tour Schedule 

AVIAN PROP TOUR
10 a.m.  Go behind-the-scenes to 
learn about the Zoo’s bird repro-
duction programs and avian train-
ing and enrichment programs.
Minimum age: 10
Dates: April 22, July 8

CHIMPANZEES IN TRAINING 
TOUR
3 p.m.  Begins at the lower chim-
panzee viewing area.
Minimum age: 12 
Dates: (April 15 Sold Out), June 17, 
August 12, September 9 

ELEPHANTS UP CLOSE 
1:30 p.m.  Begins at Stedman 
Education Building. 
Minimum age: 12
Dates: (March 25 Sold Out), April 
15, May 6, June 10, Sept. 9 & 30, 
October 14 

GIRAFFE MEET AND FEED 
5:30 p.m.  Begins at lower giraffe 
viewing area. 
Minimum age: 6
Dates: April 15, May 6, June 10, 
September 16, October 7 

GRIZZLY AND BLACK BEAR 
NEW combined tour experience
1:30 p.m.  Begins at Black Bear 
viewing. 
Minimum age: 10 
Dates: March 18, (April 1 Sold 
Out) June 3, July 22, Sept. 16 and 
October 28 

GORILLAS’ HEALTH CARE & 
TRAINING
1:15 p.m.  Begins at main gorilla 
viewing area. 
Minimum age: 8
Dates: (April 22 Sold Out), (May 13 
Sold Out),  June 10, July 8, August 
19, (October 14 Sold Out) 
PUFFINS & POLAR BEARS
A Family Affair New Tour 
Experience with Kids 
11:30 a.m.  Begins in front of Rocky 
Coast porcupine Exhibit. 
Minimum age: 5
Dates: March 25, (May 20 Sold 
Out), July 29,  September 16 

PUFFINS & POLAR BEARS 
New Tour Experience for Adults 
11:30 a.m.  Begins in front of Rocky 
Coast porcupine Exhibit.
Minimum age: 12
Dates: (April 22 Sold Out), June 17, 
August 19

RHINOS—CLOSE ENOUGH TO 
TOUCH! 
11 a.m.  Begins in front of Stedman 
Education Building. 
Minimum age: 8
Dates: (March 18 Sold Out), (April 
22 Sold Out), June 3, (September 
23 Sold Out), October 7 

We Have to Keep This Quiet! 
For the first time ever, the Zoo is sched-
uling several “Quiet Days” inside the 
Park. Silence, or a close approximation, 
will be golden on these chosen days. 
No loud music will rise in the plaza. Few 
school groups will gain admission. 
    Nature lovers, introverts, new  
parents, grandparents, poets, and sen-
sory-sensitive guests will find Quiet Day 
especially enjoyable as hushed tones 
replace excited shouts. Zoo educators 
will reinforce the days’ themes offering 
low-key, soothing programs in Kidzone.
    Upcoming Quiet Days are scheduled 
for March 7 and May 29. Quiet Days for 
the Summer and Fall will be scheduled 
soon. Visit nczoo.com or nczoo.org to 
find out when they will take place. 

Zoo Events 
Schedule 
APRIL 
22	 Party for the Planet; Earth Day, Gorillas 

on the Line
27–30  Guided Hiking and Canoe 

Programs*

MAY
13	 Zoo Horticulture Plant Sale
29	 Special Dog Programming Begins 

(Tuesdays–Sundays) Free to guests
30	 Guided Hiking and Canoe Programs*

JUNE   
Dog programs every Tuesday–Sunday. 

Free to guests
3	 Trail Opening: Year of the Trail
22	 Guided Hiking and Canoe Programs*

JULY
Dog programs every Tuesday–Sunday. 

Free to guests
3	 Trail Opening: Year of the Trail
	 Guided Hiking and Canoe Programs* 
* Visit nczoo.org to sign up and find  
  additional dates.

Upcoming Events at the Zoo

INGIMAGES.COM
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All Public VIP Tours May Be 
Scheduled as Private Tours
The logistics for Private Tours are 
identical to the programs provided 
during Public VIP Tours. Private 
Tours differ because the buyer 
works with the Zoo Society to pick 
the date of the tour and the tour 
may be scheduled on any day of 
the week. The buyer determines 
who will attend the tour, which can 
accommodate up to six people. 

 * * ***
2023 Veterinary 
Camp Schedules 

All camps are new and updated. 
Visit nczoo.com under Extraordinary 
Experiences to Learn Details.

Junior Veterinary Camps are 
suitable for rising 7th through 9th 
graders. The dates and topics for 
2023’s one-day Junior Camps are 
as follows:
Saturday, April 22: This camp will 
focus on reptiles, amphibians, fish, 
and invertebrates.
Saturday, June 10: This camp will 
focus on birds.
Saturday, September 23: This 
camp will focus on mammals.

Senior Veterinary Camps are  
suitable for rising 10th-graders 
through first-year College Students.
The dates and topics for 2023’s 
one-day Senior Camps are as 
follows:
Saturday, May 6: This camp will 
focus on the veterinary needs of 
mammals.
Saturday, July 15: This camp 
will focus on the veterinary needs 
of reptiles, amphibians, fish, and 
invertebrates.
Saturday, August 12: This camp 
will focus on the veterinary needs  
of birds.

baboons

HANNAH N. TULLOCH

If you haven’t already 
signed up to receive our 
email, go to nczoo.com, 
click on the “About Us” 
menu item and choose 
the “Sign up for Zmail” 
option. Expect to receive 
about one email a 
month that will keep you 
informed about what is 
happening at the Zoo.

Are Returning Soon!
The Zoo’s Hamadryas Baboons will 
soon be back. Their new and improved 
habitat should be ready to open to the 
public sometime in late spring or early 
summer. The exact date for the opening 
will appear in news coverage and in the 
Zoo Society’s monthly email before the 
event takes place. 



Becca Sigafoos, Communication & Education Specialist, and Kelly Nields, Corporate Membership Officer

When the Zoo started building Asia a few months ago, some big, bold machines rolled onto the construction site. Busy and 
noisy, these massive earthmovers chug back and forth throughout the day, opening up space and laying foundations to even-
tually house Tigers, Komodo Dragons, and other animals.
      Currently, a ride around the Africa tram loop gives riders a bird’s-eye view of this site and these powerful, metallic mas-
terpieces. So, just for fun, we concocted a field guide to name and describe several of the more charismatic mechanical 
wonders working on-site. And, because we are a Zoo, we also pointed out some similarities these machines share 
with a few charismatic animals.

 Field Guide Listings:.
Species Name: Knuckleboom (a.k.a. 
Knuckle-boom or Knuckle Boom Loader)

Weight: 32,000 lbs.

Diet: Logs, steel beams, tree trunks, etc.

Special Adaptations: Heavy lifting,  
navigating tight spaces.

Field Marks: A tall “boom” that can be 
mounted on “legs” or flatbed truck. When not working, the 
boom can lie flat on the trunk bed, allowing the truck to slip 
into a garage. When working, the boom rises and can swivel 
around to reach forward or to the left or right. 

Activity Profile: To pick up heavy loads—
trees, steel beams, and such—the boom 
reaches out and drops its “knuckle,” (strong 
hook) to grab, lift, and transport its payload.

Animal Work-Alikes: Elephants

Weight: Up to 12,000 pounds

Diet: Tree trunks, bark, leaves, grass, and 
other vegetation

Like knucklebooms, elephants can lift and move heavy loads 
using an arm-like appendage (a trunk). Trunks can stretch 
about 6 feet forward or to either side and can wrap around 
heavy objects to lift and move them.

A Field Guide to Awesome Construction  Contraptions
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Asian Elephants—not seen at our Zoo—once powered 
Asia’s logging industry. These elephants worked and lived 
with their trainers, called “mahouts,” to transport trees out 
of logged forests. Today, machines usually do this work, 
although a few places, such as Myanmar, continue working 
elephants in a few areas. 

African Elephants—seen at the Zoo—do not share this 
history with Asian elephants. African Elephants have never 
helped people log forests, but they are natural foresters. 
African elephants instinctively push down large trees and 
clear brush to eat leaves and bark. By opening up wood-
lands this way, African Elephants stand out as keystone spe-
cies in creating and maintaining Africa’s savannah habitats.
=====
Species Name: Bulldozer

Weight: 60,000-150,000 lbs. 

Diet: Loose dirt, sand, gravel, 
and similar materials.

Field Marks: Massive front-
mounted curved blades. Some 
varieties carry a “ripper” on their 
tail-ends.

Special Adaptations: Hefty, strong, and mobile, these beasts 
are made to dig up and move earth, snow, gravel, and such.

Activity Profile: Bulldozers congregate where land needs  
leveling, trenching, or uprooting. They use their curved 
blades to push up soil, mud, and dirt, etc., before scooping it 
up and moving it to another location. 

Animal Work-Alikes. Pigs and Hogs, including the Red 
River Hogs now playing in the Zoo’s African area and the 

Visayan Warty Pigs coming soon  
to an Asian habitat near you. 

While not as powerful as a steel bulldozer, wild 
hogs and pigs use their snouts, tusks, and hooves 
like bulldozers use their blades and rippers: to overturn 
and uproot soils. Wild hogs and pigs feast on the roots and 
tubers exposed during the dig.
=====
Species Name: Skid-Steer Loader 

Weight: 700 to 10,000 lbs.

Diet: Dirt, manure, soil

Field Marks: Resembling a  
small bulldozer, it can be  
“armed”with a fork or a  
scoop on the loader lift arm.

Special Adaptations: Short,  
stout, quick, and agile

Animal Work-Alikes: Bobcats

A turkey rancher, Eddi Velo, invented this agile machine to 
scoop up and carry off turkey droppings. This feisty little 
vehicle can zip in and out of tight spaces and turn on a dime 
to shovel up loads too small and lightweight to require a bull-
dozer. As a plus, tools can be attached to a skid-steer’s arms 
to allow it to perform a variety of specalized tasks.

A popular skid-steer brand shares its name with a feline 
species seen in the Zoo’s Streamside habitat. The brand 
name evolved from a 1963 dictionary definition of the North 
American Bobcat, which described this cat as “tough, quick, 
and agile.” Because all three adjectives described the skid 
steer’s strengths, too, the “Bobcat®” brand was born!”

A Field Guide to Awesome Construction  Contraptions
Kids’

Work Zone
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ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

 We Call it “Puppy Love!”
And you will, too, when you see the brilliant, active, loving, and rescued 
dogs putting on a show at the Zoo from May through September 2023. 
     All adopted from shelters, these dogs will amaze you with their moxie 
and their moves during programs scheduled every Tuesday  
through Sunday (weather permitting, of course!) 
     Don’t miss it. We are goin’ to the dogs this summer,  
and we couldn’t be happier.

These programs will 
be free with the price 
of Zoo admission and 
will leave you feeling 
warm and friendly about 
dogs and all they have 
to offer when they bond 
with caring trainers. 

Check out nczoo.org—
the Zoo’s website—
to confirm the times 
and places of these 
scheduled programs. 


