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FPO/FSC

Financial information about the NC Zoo Society and

private, 501(c)3 non-profit that raises funds and engenders public a copy O_f its |'i(ens.e are “‘{Uilﬂble from the Charitable
support for the North Carolina Zoo. Issue No.105, Summer 2021. Solicifation Licensing Section af 888-830-4989.
Copyright © by the North Carolina Zoo Society. All rights reserved.  The license is not an endorsement by the Stafe.

Alive is published quarterly by the North Carolina Zoo Society, the



Y
e .
R~
\
4 | DS
”»
i ":,
| -
|I = HL

Murmuration
Mike Roig

The North Carollna Zoo exhibits one

of the state’s most extensive and accessi-
ble public art collections. More than 120 curated
pieces make up the collection, which includes sculptures,
paintings, ceramics, prints, woodcarvings, videos, poems,
photographs, and a range of other media. When last appraised in
2001, the artworks’ estimated value approached $3 million.

Except for a single sculpture—Zoological Egg Rest—all of
these objets d'art were sponsored by gifts to the North Carolina
Zoo Society. These gifts included donations from artists and
collectors as well as financial grants from foundations and
individuals.

Former Curator of Design Ellen Greer began shaping the
Z0o0's art collection in 1995 after grants from the James G. Hanes
Memorial Fund and North Carolina Arts Council provided funds for
developing a formal Arts Program Plan. The grant allowed artists
from across the state to collaborate with Zoo and Society employ-
ees as members of an Art Advisory Committee.

The advisory committee fleshed out goals and objectives for

the Zoo's nascent art program and

defined standards for selecting additional

artworks. The committee emphasized the need to

carefully curate the collection, specifying that major pieces
should remain physically and emotionally accessible to guests
and should encourage them to discover, see, hear, or experience
nature and wildlife in new and unexpected ways.

Since its inception, the Arts Program Plan has evolved to
describe logistics for the program and to list concepts for dozens
of proposed art projects. Each proposal provides a framework for
constructing a sensory bridge that will link guests to the wildlife
and natural elements presented in specific habitats.

We invite readers to visit www.nczoo.org/experiences/art-in-
the-park to download a map of the artworks installed in the Zoo’s
North American and African regions. Several pieces blend into
the landscape, so the map will likely lead most guests—no matter
how often they have visited before—to see artworks they missed
during their previous visits.
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Zoological
% Egg Rest
Horace L. Farlowe
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Stone That Stands
in an Empty Sky

Roger P. Halligan

Hellbenders

Rock
Dale Weiler
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Thank You to.the Zoo’s Art Patrons

| Sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Anderson
Sonoran Snake

Sponsored by the Family and Friends of
Wescott Moser

Uwharrie Vision
Sponsored by Bob and Bonnie Meeker

Billy Goats Gruff Sponsored by Watsco, Inc., in honor of Jeff Files

Inuksuk Stalking Little Blue Heron
Murmuration

Nature’s Recyclers Sponsored by WeilerWoods
The Critics Hellbenders Rock

vt THANK YOUS <2-

Thank yous go out to the very generous donors who provided gifts of $1,000 or more to the Society, 1/1/21-3/31/21.

“Go Mix” WAGO & WZGO
Anthony & Ashley Abreu
Ace/Avant Concrete
Ms. Jennifer Ackley
Robert & Aileen Adams
Ms. Constance Amburn
American Premium
Beverage
A.P. Anderson Jr.
Apac Atlantic, Inc.
Association of Zoos
& Aquariums
Jonathan Wilfong &
Wendy Baker
Rochelle & Brian Balough
Philip & Patricia Blizzard
Stefanie & Scott Boehmer
The Borden Fund, Inc.
Broyhill Family
Foundation, Inc.
Buffalo Zoological Gardens
Patricia & Howard Burkart
J.W. Burress Foundation
Autumn & David Burton
Fred E. & Jeanette D Byerly
Mrs. Katie Byrd & Mr.
Adam Ratcliffe
C. L. Mike Cammack
Carolina Farmers Mutual
Insurance Company
Chatham Charter School
Chick-fil-A of the Triad
Chili's Asheboro
Mr. Norman L. Clark
Community Foundation of
Greater Greensboro
Laura & Mark Craven
Dan Cameron Family
Foundation
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Ms. Judith Davis
Davis Furniture
Industries, Inc.
Don Pancho
Eric & Victoria Drum
Keith & Barbara Drum
Dr. William Dupont & Dr.
Marilyn Grolitzer
Ms. Clare Dupree
Durham Academy
Edward Jones - Greensboro
Elastic Therapy, Inc.
Environmental Air Systems
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Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Five C, LLC - Accounting
& Tax Services
James & Rose Fleming
Foundation for the Carolinas
Four Saints Brewing
Company
William H. and Muriel J.
Fox Endowment Fund
The Fresh Market
Genie Frick
Fred Garrett &
Elizabeth Griffin
Amber Gerbode
Hannah E. Giammarco
Glen Raven, Inc.
Graphik Dimensions Ltd.
Great Plains Zoo and
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The Estate of Joan
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Jeffrey & Helen Gunn
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Helen & Matthew Hinson
Honda Power Equipment
Manufacturing, Inc.
Mr. David Hoover &
Ms. Claire Kane
Mr. Benjamin Hopkins &
Ms. Shannon Willaert
Mrs. Melisse Hopping
Michael & Christine
Humphrey
International Marine Animal
Trainers Association
Larry & Frieda Jessup
Mr. Christopher Johnson
Terry & Chasity Johnson
Bronnie & Beverly Jones
Ms. Sherry A. Kellett
George & Rosemary Kolasa
Mr. James Ktsanes & Ms.
Rosemary Lawrence
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Little Rock Zoo
The Living Desert
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Lowes Foods, LLC
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Ms. Dana Burr
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Cooperatives

NCSU CVM
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North Carolina Troopers
Association
Nova Eye Care
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Peak Insurance Group
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Francis & Abbie Pepper
Pepsi Bottling Ventures
Platinum Corral, LLC
Justin & Lily Plummer
Carl and Mary Porchey
Powerhouse Recycling
Rachel & Mark Prince
Ruth & Doug Pugh
R.H. Barringer Distributing
Company Inc.
Sam & Missy Rankin
Mr. & Mrs. Julian W. Rawl
Sally & Jim Rayburn
Bob & Rosemary Reed
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Reed
Joan Reid & John
“Monty” Montgomery
James & Carol Rich
Ms. Kathryn J. Riding
Roberts and Associates
Theo & Ronald Roddy
Roma S. Cheek DDS PA
Ruth E. Scanlan
Shelli Scott
Robert A. Sebrosky
Dr. Andrew Seymore &
Dr. Rachel Wolfe
The Estate of Mary
Ann Sikes
Simply Southern

Larry & Janice Simpson
SMX/Staff Management
Somero Matson Group LLC
Southern Industrial
Constructors
Amelia & Steven Spencer
Sports Endeavors
John H. E. Stelling &
Victoria A Herring
Ann Cutler Stringfield
& Robert Darby
Dan & Susan Sullivan
Survey Carolina, PLLC
The Estate of George
H. Sutcliffe
Aole & Rachel Swaby
Taylor Wiseman & Taylor
John & Olafia Thompson
The Timken Company
Triad Corrugated Metal, Inc.
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& Joyce Tufts
Steven & Heather Tysinger
Thomas & Elizabeth Walsh
Walt Disney Parks
and Resorts
Weaver Foundation
Mr. William Werntz
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Monty & Nancy White
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Mr. Richard D. Williams
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Dear /l/[mém/

If there is one thing that COVID has shown us, it is how much
we miss being with each other. As humans, we crave a little
crowding—at least enough for us to see and hear and, some-
times, touch our friends and family members. We long to be
close—both physically and emotionally—to the places, people,
and possibilities that bring us joy.

Traditionally, a visit to the North Carolina Zoo has checked most of
these boxes. Its generous gathering places and expansive habitats
appeal to people of all ages and backgrounds. And, the shared experience
of encountering so many animals—from native squirrels and butterflies to
elephants and polar bears—can send smiles and excitement rippling through the day.

As proud as we are of these experiences, though, we realize that we could make the World’s Largest Zoo
even better by allowing guests to get close to—and, sometimes even come in contact with—some of the
Zoo’s wildlife. You probably know what I'm talking about. You see an animal at a zoo, and you want to
reach out and touch it or, at least, get almost close enough to touch it.

At present, the Zoo has a few animals that welcome this kind of closeness from strangers, but not enough
to meet the needs of its growing audiences. Too few guests get the chance to brush up against a friendly
shake or stand within inches of a trained Striped Skunk.

As part of its next level of expansion and improvements, the Zoo wants to remedy
Saving this situation by creating a large and active Animal Ambassador Program
a Pieceof at the Zoo. This program, which is explained in great detail in this

N N\

\
m |/ ‘ The Wofld for  issue’s lead story, will ensure that close animal encounters can
(] ‘ ] “ poudiie become part of every guest’s experiences at the Zoo.

NC Zoo Society

These changes will increase the number and the variety

of animal ambassadors available to meet guests and advo-
cate for all wildlife. And, the changes will build up habitats
and experiences that are easily accessible to many Zoo
guests. Every change will make a Zoo visit more fun, more
educational, and more exciting.

If you have ever wanted to get close to a Galapagos
Tortoise, touch a giant rabbit, or count a tarantula’s eyes
_ (all eight of them), we hope you will become
one of the first people to make a donation to
this much needed and even more wanted
addition to the Zoo.

Thank you,




Jayne Owen Parker, Ph.D.
Director of Communications & Education

Since 2014, the North Carolina Zoo has established itself
as a leader in the science and art of vulture conservation.
The Zoo took its first steps toward this leadership role when
its Curator of Conservation and Research, Corinne Kendall,
Ph.D., worked with the Association of Zoos and Aquariums to
establish a SAFE (Saving Animals From Extinction) program
for African Vulture Species. SAFE programs provide ways for
AZA-accredited institutions to coordinate their efforts across
local, national, and international regions.

Why Vultures?

Globally, vultures are suffering more significant and faster
declines than any other group of birds. The International Union
for Conservation of Nature lists 16 of the remaining 23 vul-
ture species as either Threatened, Endangered, or Critically-
endangered. While these statistics alert us to the magnitude
of vultures’ population declines, the numbers alone do not
speak to the human and economic suffering that accompanies
these losses.

Even narrowing the calculations to report on declines inside
smaller geographic regions doesn’t connect us to the impacts
caused by these losses. The analytical tone conveyed in the
fact that three-fourths of Africa’s and Eurasia’s vulture species
are Endangered or Critically-endangered can push us to think
about graphs or maps instead of considering the likely conse-
quences of the vultures’ disappearance.

Tagging the statistics with context is more likely to increase
our concerns. It is hard not to shudder when we learn of India’s
frantic race to find the cause and a cure for a 30-year plague
that killed 99 percent of the country’s vultures. We likely wince
on hearing that poachers and farmers have already fatally
poisoned 80 to 100 percent of Africa’s vultures. Unfortunately,
even if this news alarms us, it rarely prompts us to speak up
for vultures or rush to their defense.

Besides—and let’s be honest—a lacuna lurks in these
vulture stories. Nowhere do they build a conceptional scaffold
we can climb to get over our attitudes about these birds. We
just don'’t like them very much. They look ugly, smell funny, and
bring up too many thoughts about our mortality.

Searching for Beauty in Truth
The poet Anais Nin was on to something when she wrote, “We
don’t see things as they are, we see them as we are.” The
truths we know, or more correctly, the facts that we think we
know, color our interpretations of the world.

Sometimes, our “truths” are profound and helpful. Other
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times, they are just silly. We go gaga over pandas, tigers,

and eagles—majestic-looking, yes, but species armed and
ready to tear us limb from limb. Show us an ugly, angular, and
peace-loving bird, on the other hand, and we fail to appreci-
ate its value. Vultures get zero respect from most of us, even
though they lack the weapons and the inclination to harm us.
And, they practice life habits that sanitize our landscapes and
buffer us from exposure to diseases.

Cultural learning likely contributes to our indifference and
disrespect, but instincts may play a role, too. We, like all
animals, inherit automatic reaction patterns that spring to life
when we see, hear, or perceive certain stimuli. Hiding just
below our consciousness, instincts never stop scanning our
sensory inputs for signs of predators, contaminated food or
water, or other potential dangers.

The beauty of these instincts is that they give us time. They
trigger us to duck, freeze, scream, or run instantly. No thinking
allowed! They give us precious extra moments to escape a
tiger’s reach or avoid exposure to contaminants.

On the other hand, instincts rob us of the time we need
to think things through. They poke, we jump! Once we land
safely, we rarely review the validity of our response. This indif-
ference toward introspection leaves instincts free to mislead us
even when they are off the mark.

So, if our instincts wrongly associate vultures with “death
and dying” instead of pairing them with “reclaiming and san-
itizing,” we may remain blind to their inherent value and true
characters. Prejudice keeps beauty from arising in the eye of
the beholder.

Fortunately, though, we don'’t have to allow instincts or
false cultural narratives to rule our perceptions of vultures. As
humans, we can choose to observe them, analyze their habits,
and record facts about their interactions. By following these
steps, scientists and artists have uncovered details about vul-
tures that paint a more accurate and just portrait of their lives.
These revelations make it possible for the rest of us to begin to
appreciate the inherent beauty of vultures.

Vulture Appreciation 101

Nobel Laureate Physicist Frank Wilczek offers valuable advice
for uncovering the hidden beauty in vultures and other unfa-
miliar forms. He tells us that, “To appreciate nature’s art, we
must enter her style with sympathy.” We must judge her in a
context that considers the resources she had on hand when
she began her work.

Applying this notion, we can give utility equal standing with
form and color when judging truth and beauty—an adjustment
that endows vultures with the imperial status they deserve.
Vultures are apex scavengers. They serve all of nature by



Vultures

outpacing, outlasting, and out-devouring every other
carrion-eater on the block.

To gauge the value of their service, consider the woes
that India suffered when their vulture populations col-
lapsed. Their absence cleared the way for less efficient
and less tidy scavengers (feral and wild dogs, rats, bears,
etc.) to move in and take over. More generalists than spe-
cialists, these actors grew fat and plentiful but were unable
to clean the landscape up as vultures could. These sec-
ond-rate scavengers left scraps behind that festered with
dangerous viruses and bacteria and turned into breeding
grounds for flies and other pests.

Feral dog populations mushroomed, increasing from 18
million to 25 million in just ten years. A rabies epidemic fol-
lowed and contributed to a rise in injuries from dog bites—
up by 38 million—inside a span of 12 years. These injuries
resulted in the deaths of 47,000 people from rabies.

The Critics.

The rabies epidemic alone drained $34 billion from
India’s economy, and this estimate considers only the
direct expenses—medical treatments, income losses—from
the epidemic. That total does not account for indirect costs,
such as job losses from declines in tourism or wages for peo-
ple hired to fill in for the vultures.

Scientists eventually uncovered what was killing the vultures.
It was the anti-inflammatory veterinary drug diclofenac. It was
widely used to treat livestock (including India’s massive dairy
cattle population). Diclofenac killed any vulture that consumed
the remains of an animal treated with the drug.

India outlawed diclofenac and its chemical cousins in 2006.
Since then, the ban and an aggressive conservation program
are helping restore some of India’s vultures. But, because
criminals still sell and buy diclofenac on the black market,
India’s vulture recovery efforts have a long way to go.

Where Truth Meets Beauty
Earth harbors only one known group of obligate scavengers—
the vultures. Nature obliges them to eat carrion or starve.
This dictum constrains their form and habits. All vultures have
long, broad wings—an adaptation that allows them to hitchhike
effortlessly on rising columns of warm air and to lean on
these columns as they swoop and sail over hundreds of
miles in a single day. Because of these wings, vultures hold
multi-national ranges that can encompass thousands of
square kilometers.

Their eyes are as keen as an eagle’'s—sharp enough to
see a carcass from 2,600 feet and intelligent enough to keep
track of the other vultures flying in the area. Let one glide to
the ground, and its neighbors will swoop in to question why. If
they see a carcass, they will land, too, but only after flocking

into a whirling, roiling column of vultures that churns its way to
the ground. Called a “kettle,” the swirling column will draw in
vultures from miles away.

Vultures’ bald heads and protruding beaks fracture tradi-
tional notions of beauty but add to their efficiency. The bare
skin may help with hygiene because it is easier to keep clean
than feathers. Also, bald heads disperse heat quickly—an
adaptation that prevents the birds from overheating during the
frenzies that allow them to strip a large carcass clean in five
minutes or less.

The size of a vulture’s bill varies with its species—a feature
that promotes inter-species collaboration and efficiency.
Large-billed species jump in first, opening up and consuming
the tough outer hide of a carcass. Medium-billed birds line up
next, focusing their attention on more tender strips of muscle
and organ tissues. Finally, small-billed species infiltrate the
remains to pick away the last remaining bits of carrion.

This division of labor complements the birds’ inherent social
inclinations. Vultures’ fondness for company allows tempo-
rary communities to gather and collaborate while consuming
a carcass. Vulture admirers call these ephemeral gatherings
“wakes” and acknowledge each species’ contributions by
dividing them into professional “guilds.”

Vultures’ gangly legs, blunt talons, and scrawny feet con-
tribute to their status as apex scavengers. Lacking the skill
and strength to kill prey or to carry food in flight, vultures must
remain grounded to eat. This weakness keeps a wake milling
around a carcass until nothing remains but bones.

Through the simple act of eating, vultures sanitize nature.
And, while they clear away the dead, their highly acidic diges-
tive juices, along with antibacterial properties in their ~ » » »
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blood, allow them to consume disease-infested carcasses
and neutralize the pathogens in the carrion. Simply by eating,
vultures protect people, wildlife, and livestock by removing
and consuming tissues tainted with rabies, botulism, chol-
era, anthrax, tuberculosis, and other diseases. In this role,
vultures likely serve as first lines of defense against potential
epidemics.

Zoos on the Side of Vultures

The North Carolina Zoo has built a reputation as a leader in
the science and art of vulture conservation, but it is not alone
in its efforts to protect these birds. Since AZA admitted vul-
tures to its SAFE programming, 30 AZA-accredited zoos and
aquariums have contributed more than $1 million to support
vulture conservation efforts in Europe, Asia, Africa, and India.
During this time, 16 organizations and grants have contributed
$670,000 to support the North Carolina Zoo’s African Vulture
SAFE program.

When the North Carolina Zoo initiated its efforts to protect
African vulture species in 2013, it entered an arena where
people knew little about vulture populations in Southern
Tanzania and less about their conservation needs. By work-
ing on the ground and in the field with African personnel, Zoo

Sonoran Snake

ne of the Zoo’s most expressive artworks

stretches 50 feet along the entry wall to
the Mangum Desert. Here, the undulating image
of a rattlesnake gracefully fills the space while
fulfilling a deeper intent—to allude to the cycles
and rhythms that reverberate through life in the
Sonoran Desert.

The mural’s featured subject—a snake—
carries a symbolic connection to the repetitions
implied in these themes. Throughout history,
cultures worldwide—Egyptian, Navaho, Greek,

eternity.

over the desert.
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Aztec—chose snakes to serve as symbols for

When Warren Mather and Nancy Selvage
created this striking mural, they used colors and
animal forms to map rhythms and cycles onto
the snake’s body. Gradations of hues and inten-
sity mark the passage of time and its influence
on temperature. Animal figures appear on some
tiles. They come and go in synchrony with the
recurring cycles of time and temperature that roll

To unravel the snake’s imprinted messages,
you can begin at either end of the mural.
Luminous white tiles shape its head and tail.
Both ends radiate the color of hot desert sands
and reflect the glare of a noon-day sun. These

researchers have uncovered data that now guides conserva-
tion efforts for these birds and many mammals—most notably
lions, hyenas, and other large carnivores.

The link between carnivore and vulture conservation exists
because some 60 percent of Africa’s vulture deaths result
from poison. Sometimes, the birds consume poisons that
local people have scattered in the remains of livestock killed
by lions or other carnivores. When the predators—as well
as vultures or other scavengers—gather to consume the
remains, they all die. Poachers poison vultures, too, because
vulture kettles alert wildlife rangers to the locations of signifi-
cant Kills.

Among many other successes, our Zoo’s researchers have
identified vultures’ ecological needs, recognized hotspots
of illegal activity, and established education and community
programs to reduce retaliatory poisonings while increasing
local support for vulture conservation. The program has also
expanded the Zoo’s capacity to train future conservation
heroes. At present, a doctoral student and a master-level
student contribute to the Zoo’s vulture conservation efforts.

For a complete update of the Zoo’s vulture conservation
programs, you can download its 2021 annual report at https:/
nczoo.com/support-conservation-and-research/.

tiles are barren of animal figures. Midday
temperatures send wildlife into burrows or
shaded crevices.

Proceed toward the center from either
endpoint and the tiles’ colors gradually cool
and darken in unison with the falling tempera-
tures that trail behind a setting sun. Early in the
dimming, a few hardy reptiles appear on the
tiles and in the Sonoran. As twilight takes over,
more figures emerge in the cooling air. From
nightfall through midnight and up until dawn,
life—insects, spiders, scorpions, mammals, and
birds—jostle across the mosaic as they mingle
about on the desert floor.
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The Story Behind the Art Recyclers -
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Known for packing poo and all its potent nutrients back into
the soil, dung beetles also clear the air—of unpleasant odors
and flies. Take an average pile of African elephant dung, for
example—all three pounds of it. In two hours, it can attract
16,000 dung beetles of all shapes and sizes. They can find it

and eat and bury it all in just two hours.

To bring these benefits closer to home, consider dung
beetles in the context of the nearly 100 million cows and bulls
that live in the United States. Each one drops 12 cowpads a
day, and, without dung beetles to bury them, each pile could
incubate 2,000 flies. Do the math then thank a dung beetle the
next time you stop to smell the roses.

Continue down the snake, and the hues and

lumens that faded during the beginning of your

walk, play out in reverse. They brighten and

warm as the sun rises, and rising temperatures

erase every trace of wildlife in the desert.
Whether you began your journey at the

snake’s head or its tail, you end where

you started—at the moment of midday

in the Sonoran Desert. Both ends mark

a beginning and an end to the daily

cycles of time and life unfurling across

the desert. Symbolically, this linear path

circles around you in time to close the

gap separating the snake’s head and tail.

This new, figurative contour reinforces the

mural’s overriding themes by simulating an

ouroboros—the circling image of a snake

eating its tail that ancient cultures used

to signify eternity.

Sonoran Snake
Warren Mather &
Nancy Selvage
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What’s to Do at the Zoo?

Visit https://www.nczoo.org/experiences/attractions to view the most current protocols in place to protect
guests from COVID-19 and for a complete list of schedules and restrictions for these programs. To stay
abreast of openings and new offerings, visit the North Carolina Zoo’s website at nczoo.ORG or sign up for the
North Carolina Zoo Society’s monthly email by visiting our website at nczoo.COM.

Rent and “ryde” a
Rydables™—Tour the Zoo on an
electric-powered mobility cart that is

masquerading as a fanciful creature.

Rules to Ryde by: Riders must be
12 or older to ride alone. Adults 18
or older can share their saddle with
a child riding up front. Available for
rent at the Zoo’s entry or junction
plazas. Cost: $5 activation fee and

33 cents a minute ($19.80 an hour).

Saddle-up on the Endangered
Species Carousel

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Rules to Ride by: Hop up on your
favorite species and circle around
until the music stops. An adult, who
is not required to buy a ticket, must
stand next to a small child riding
the carousel. The weight limit is
170 pounds to ride an animal. Cost:
$3 per person. Tickets sold at the
Junction Tram Stop.

Ramp Up Acacia Station to
Feed the Giraffes

11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Rules to Feed by: This experience
is weather-dependent. Stroll up the
ramp to the Acacia Station deck
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to rise high enough to place a bit
of greenery into a giraffe’s mouth.
A ticketed adult must accompany
children younger than 12. Cost: $5
a person. Tickets sold at Acacia
Station.

Take a Simpler Tree Hike on
Treehouse Trek

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Rules to Tree Hop by: Suited for
ages 3 and up and for older guests
of all abilities. (A ticketed adult must
accompany children younger than
6.) Cost $3 per person.

Take to the Trees on Air-Hike
10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Rules to Hike by: This elevating,
weather-dependent experience out-
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fits you with gear to safely nego-
tiate a rope tunnel woven among
tree branches. Plan to spend at
least 30 air-bound minutes com-
pleting the course. Minimum age
is 4 (with an adult) and maximum
weight is 250 pounds. Cost: $15
per person.

Sashay Through the

Kaleidoscope Butterfly

Garden

10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Rules to Butterfly by: This experi-
ence is weather-dependent—
butterflies hunker down when it’s
cold. Shimmering butterflies and
blissful tropical blooms enliven this
walk-through habitat. A ticketed adult
must accompany children younger
than 12. Cost: $3 per person.
Strollers must be left outside the
habitat.

Romp through the Zoo’s
Play-spaces—North America’s
KidZone and Garden Friends
Playground and Africa’s Gorilla
Playground provide playful spots for
kids to climb and run and for adults
to take a breather.
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Go Behind the Scenes With Your Favorite Species

Ticket prices are $100 per person for North Carolina Zoo Society members. Add $15 per person for
non-members. Visit nczoo.com/vip-tours/ to learn about tour details or to purchase your tour.
With the much anticipated COVID-19 vaccines rolling out in January and with growing optimism that science

may soon outpace the pandemic, we have made plans to begin offering VIP programs in March. That said,
these plans come with new rules for guests and staff to follow and with the caveat that we will modify our plans if

necessary, to protect everyone from the virus.

We will enforce strict protocols during our programs and will cancel or postpone programs if cautioned to do
so. If we cancel or postpone a program, we will offer VIP ticket holders the option to receive a full refund or be
rescheduled into a later program. Until further notice, everyone attending a VIP program must wear a mask that
covers his or her mouth and nose and must practice social distancing during the programs. Individuals who can-
not wear a mask for any reason will not be permitted behind the scenes.

2021 “Very Important Patron” Tours of the Zoo

These close encounters make magnificent, memorable gifts for any occasion. Visit nczoo.com (Extraordinary

Experiences - VIP Tours) for details.

VIP programs are not suitable for young children. Please note the age restrictions that apply to each tour. A pay-
ing adult must accompany guests who are younger than 17. Quoted prices admit one North Carolina Zoo Society
member. Add $15 to cover the cost of a non-member ticket. VIP prices do not cover General Zoo Admission. Non-

members must pay regular admission fees to enter the Zoo.

Aviary Tour: Rare Birds in Training

9:15 a.m. Begins at the Aviary Entrance.

Must be at least 10 years old. Dates: June 19, Aug 7,
Sept. 11.

Bison & Elk: Plains Safari

1:30 p.m. Begins at the Grizzly Habitat.

Must be at least 8 years old. Dates: June 5, September
11.

Chimpanzees: See How They’re Trained
3 p.m. Begins at the Chimp Habitat.
Must be at least 12 years old. Dates: June 26, Aug. 21.

Cypress Swamp: How to Entertain a Cougar
1:30 p.m. Begins at Cougar Habitat.
Must be at least 10 years old. Dates: June 19, August 28.

Deserts of the World: Ocelots, Porcupines, &
More

11 a.m. Begins at the Ocelot habitat.

Must be at least 5 years old. Dates: May 22, August 14,
Oct. 2.

Elephant: Meet, Greet, See Them Trained

1:15 p.m. Begins at Stedman Education Building.

Must be at least 12 years old. Dates: June 5 &16, July 14
& 24, Sept. 18, Oct. 16

Giraffe: Meet & Feed the Giraffes

5:30 p.m. Begins at Giraffe Viewing Area.

Must be at least 6 years old Dates: May 1, July 28, Aug.
21, Sept. 25, Oct. 23

Gorillas: Meet & See How to Train & Feed a
200-pound Gorilla

1:15 p.m. Begins at Gorilla Habitat. Must be at least 8
years old. Dates: June 5, July 17, Sept. 25, Oct. 9

Grizzly Bear: How Close Can You Go?
1:30 p.m. Begins at Grizzly Habitat. Not ADA accessible.
Must be at least 10 years old Dates: May 15, August 14

Lion: Meet & See 'em Eat

3 p.m. Begins at Lion Habitat.

Must be at least 12 years old. Dates: May 22, July 24,
Sept. 18

Otters Meet & Feed

11 a.m. Begins at Bobcat Habitat in Streamside.

Must be at least 5 years old. Dates: May 1, June 9, July
31, Sept. 25, Oct. 16

Meet & Feed the Puffins

1:30 p.m. Begins at the North American Porcupine Habitat
at Rocky Coast.

Must be at least 5 years old. Not ADA accessible. Dates:
Aug. 21, October 9
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

The NC Zoo Society is your

bridge to more than a Zoo visit. N CHARITY
We make you a partner in the i B NAVIGATUR
Zoo's global efforts to support
* Animal well-being / * * * *
* Conservation ‘ Four Star Chal‘ity

* Education

* Field Work

* Research
And we welcome you into a
family that cares about nature.

The NC Zoo Society urges you to do business with businesses that support your Zoo.
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Reopening One Fun Event at a Time

Giraffe Feeding Deck NOW OPEN. The cost to enter is $5 per person.
Only one family group will be permitted on the deck at a time. Social dis-
tancing and masks currently required.* Guests must wash their hands at the
handwashing station before they feed the giraffes.

Air Hike will reopen soon. The cost to enter will be $15 per person. Only
15 people will be admitted to the ropes course at a time. Helmets and gear
will be cleaned with 70 percent isopropyl alcohol between uses. Social dis-
tancing, masks, and using hand sanitizer may be required.*

*Because conditions may change in unpredictable ways, please go to nczoo.org to
read the COVID policies in place on the day you plan to visit.



